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“The Loveliest Things Come Softly’ 


“And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, 
Art in no wise least among the princes of Judah; 
For out of thee shall come forth a governor, 
Who shall be shepherd of my people Israel.” 
Matthew 2:6 (A. S. V.) 


/ 





Christmas week, 1865, a young American clergyman, Phillips Brooks, looked down from a Ju- 
dean hilltop upon the quiet village of Bethlehem. He never forgot that experience, and three years 
later he put the memory of that little town into a carol which he intended simply as his Christmas 
gift to the children of his Sunday school. When Lewis Redner, his organist and superintendent, pon- 
dered over a musical setting for the words, it was in the stillness of the night that the lovely melody 
came to him. So quietly a great hymn came into being, and each year it sings its way deeper into our 
hearts: 


“O little town of Bethlehem, “For Christ is born of Mary; 
How still we see thee lie; And gathered all above, 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
The silent stars go by. Their watch of wondering love. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth O morning stars, together 
The everlasting Light; Proclaim the holy birth; 
The hopes and fears of all the years And praises sing to God the King, 
Are met in thee tonight. And peace to men on earth.” 
1 578 
- 579 “And all the loveliest things there be 


: . Come softly, so it seems to me.” 
» 399 


: 586 . . . . 

588 One much loved minister of our own Church likes to have this hymn sung at each snowfall, 

? = for the sake of the words, “How silently.” How like the greatness and the tenderness of God to 

9 : sine e ° 

592 send His greatest Gift in the quietest way! 

, 593 ‘ 

, 594 “How silently, how silently “No ear may hear His coming, 

| 595 The wondrous gift is given! But in this world of sin, 

- $96 So God imparts to human hearts Where meek souls will receive Him still, 

597 The blessings of His heaven. The dear Christ enters in.” 

598 

599 
600 


“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem.” In an all-but-forgotten stanza of his hymn, the beloved 
602 Bishop Brooks pointed out the road to Bethlehem which each of us may take: 


603 
604 


6 “Where children, pure and happy, “Where charity stands watching, 
= Pray to the blessed Child, And faith holds wide the door, 


Gos Where misery cries out to Thee, The dark night wakes, the glory breaks, 


= Son of the undefiled; And Christmas comes once more.” 
0 


609 . . . . 
610 And not for one day only is this hymn our heritage. The angels went away into heaven, the 


610 |i § star withdrew its shining, and our own Christmas wreaths must wither; but our Lord’s name is called 
611 


ous Emmanuel—God-With-Us: 
612 
613 “O holy Child of Bethlehem, “We hear the Christmas angels 
615 Descend to us, we pray; The great, glad tidings tell; 
617 Cast out our sin, and enter in, O come to us, abide with us, 
Be born in us today. Our Lord Emmanuel!” 


618 —KATHARINE ALLYN SEE. 
618 
618 
620 
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Christnas 
A Group of Poems 
Written by Some of the Lepers at Oshima’ 


Two thousand years ago the Star appeared 
To wondering men; 
Tonight it shines above our isle 
As bright as then; 
Lo, let us, let us go 
To Bethlehem! 


All quietly the maple leaves glow red 
That once were green; 
Without the Camp 
All silently, 
Tonight the Christ is seen, 
New-born and helpless, now as then, 
Lo, let us, let us go 
To Bethlehem! 
—YAMAMOTO 


White snowflakes 
Falling, falling, 
Children’s voices 
Calling, calling, 
Dance with joy, my heart! 
Saved, 
We celebrate Christ’s coming, 
Eager footsteps crowding, running, 
All their pain forgot! 
—KAWABUCHI 


A Wee One in a manger, 
Praise Him where He lies, 
Angels singing carols, 
Listening winter skies! 
—HAyYASHI 














The Wise Men once 

You guided safe to Him; 

So guide me now, 

O Star of Bethlehem! 
—OsakI 


Glory to God Who sent His Son 
To save the sad, dark earth; 
And as we praise Him on this day 
That gave Him birth, 
The hymns that herald how each heart rejoices 
Mingle with angel voices! 
—HANDA 


Lois J. Erickson, translator of Kagawa’s Songs of the 
Slums, has taken again the lyric prose and poetry of a Japa- 
nese artist, retaining the heart of it. A book of biographies, 
translated from the writings of Honami Nagata. 

Hearts Aglow, narrative and poetic description of despair- 
ing lives turned victorious, would never have been written 
had not five human and very lovable people become lepers, 
had not one of exceptional talent, Nagata, been touched by 
the “Curse of Heaven” and had not Mrs. Erickson been his 
friend. 

The stories are interspersed with sections of poetry much 
of which has deep beauty. Keizo Kanda pauses at an open 
door in the Shinkawa slums to fling a handful of frozen mud 
at the joyful face of young Kagawa. Nagata parts with his 
sister to go not for long anticipated study in Tokyo, but 
to a life of blindness and slow disfigurement at Oshima. Kato 
tells the story of the Prodigal Son, “The fatted calf was 
killed and the bath heated.” After a vain four years’ pil- 
grimage little Miyo, who “measuring her age as other girls 
do, was now sixteen,” is brought by the police to the leper 
colony. 


*From Hearts Aglow: Stories of Lepers by the In- 

land Sea by Honami Nagata and Lois J. Erickson. 

ay \ American Mission to Lepers, 156 Fifth Ave., New 
wad York. $1.25. 
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by HRD Pacem 


Every Man in His Own Tongue 


By H. KERR TAYLOR* 


All pictures in this article are used by courtesy of the American Bible Society 


Mr. E. B. Stilz and helpers, translating the Scriptures into 
the difficult Otetela tribal tongue 


Scripture: Acts 2:1-12. 

SOME ONE HAS CALLED THE MISSIONARY PROGRAM OF 
the Church, “Perpetuating Pentecost.” The dis- 
ciples were to be witnesses of Jesus to the ends of 
the earth. This involved, of course, crossing in- 
numerable language barriers as well as national bar- 
tiers. But, with the Holy Spirit upon them, these 
messengers went out to see that every man should 
hear the message of Jesus in his own language. 


The Missionary Translates the Bible 


When one thinks of the many barriers that have 
been crossed, and the many, many languages into 
which the Bible has been carried, one realizes that 
the miracle of Pentecost has been repeated many 
times over the earth in homes and huts and in varied 
climates and latitudes. The Bible has now been put 
into more than a thousand languages. There are yet 
hundreds of languages into which the Bible has not 
been translated by the missionaries, but the work is 
measurably nearer completion than ever it was be- 
fore, and by the close relations between some of 
these languages and those into which the Bible has 
already gone, there is even now hope for these mil- 


*Rev. H. Kerr Taylor, D.D., is Educational Secretary of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. He is now in the Orient 


: one of the representatives of our Church to the Madras Con- 
erence. 





Rev. and Mrs. D. Coe Love bring the manuscript of the Bulu 
Old Testament to the Bible House in New York 


lions with no Bible in their own tongue. As John 
Wycliffe was to England, and Luther to Germany, 
and other translators in other centuries and lands, 
so in our day have been the missionaries in all the 
mission fields under heaven. On all these fields 
within the past few decades there have been mod- 
ern Wycliffes and Luthers, giving to millions of peo- 
ple in various nations in their own tongue the Scrip- 
tures, with the story of creation, the Psalms of 
David, and the marvelous stories of the Gospels, the 
discourses of Paul, and the other writings. 

The accomplishments of the missionary in this re- 
gard have very often been overlooked and have 
rather been taken for granted. He has received too 
little credit for a task which for many has meant 
new life and the beginning of a new day. When 
the story of modern times has been written, this un- 
seen and largely unnoticed work of the missionary 
in putting the Word of God into the vernacular 
tongues all over the world will be seen to have been 
the very foundation stone of much of modern prog- 
ress and civilization. 

Picture the poor illiterate in any of these mission 
fields. Dr. Laubach of the Philippine Islands says: 
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Revising the New Testament in Tagalog, one of the most important languages 


in the Philippine Islands 


“The illiterate, because he is so ignorant, is sick. He does 
not know how to cope with disease. The illiterate is hungry, 
because he has not been able to learn how to cope with the 
insects which destroy the crops. The illiterate is afraid. In- 
stead of having a God he can trust, he puts up his little altars 
because he is frightened by unseen spirits. He is in a hell of 
terror all his life—a terror of dangers real and dangers imag- 
inary.” 


Dr. Stephen Corey in his book, Beyond Statistics, 
has a chapter entitled, “Miracles in the Vernacular.” 
This book is a convincing presentation of modern 
missions, and this chapter is one of the most inter- 
esting ones in the book. He says that, in the work 
of translating, the missionaries have made a greater 
contribution than all other translators in other walks 
of life and by five times over. And he says that if 
all these translations with their grammars, hymn 
books, dictionaries, Sunday-school supplies, works 
on general literature, on science, agriculture,—in 
other words if all the translation work of these mis- 
sionaries in these missionary fields where five sixths 
of the peoples of the world live, were gathered to- 
gether, it would greatly surpass the work of all other 
translators combined; a similar aggregation of the 
work of others would form in comparison but a tiny 
exhibit. The debt of the races of the world to the 
missionary for scholarly, accurate, and highly scien- 
tific, as well as tireless contributions to language, is 
beyond compute. 

As a matter of fact, there is really no one in the 
world who could have done all this work but the 
missionary. He lives his life among these people 
and has an accurate knowledge of their languages 


580 


and life. Merchants, govern- 
mental representatives, and 
travelers, do not remain for a 
lifetime, and they are content 
to pick up a little corrupted 
speech, with which they can 
get along. Not so the mission- 
ary; he has interest enough to 
undertake his task for life for 
the good of the natives. 

Think of that prodigious 
worker in India, William Carey, 
“The Wycliffe of the East.” 
Frank F. Mead, in his book, The 
Ten Decisive Battles of Chris- 
tianity, says that Carey threw 
open the pages of the Bible to 
all India; he was responsible for 
thirty-one million pages of the 
Old and New Testaments in the 
East. Before he died, he had 
translated the Bible or parts of 
it into forty dialects and languages. He made the 
Bible accessible to three hundred million human 
beings. 


The Difficulties 


What intelligence, scholarship, patience, and tire- 
less endeavor on the part of the missionary all this 
work means! Think of creating a new written lan- 


guage for a tribe or race and then putting the Scrip- 


The Bible Society colporteur in a small Japanese city 
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tures into that tongue. And think, 
too, of the labor and service of 
creating in these languages Scrip- 
ture ideas and concepts that are 
absolutely foreign to the thinking 
and the speech of these peoples, In 
all of these languages, as in the 
English language itself, the Bible is 
the forerunner not only of divine 
truth but of culture and education 
as well. Remember, too, that while 
the missionary translates he is also 
engaged in the work of itinerating, 
preaching, and teaching, with the 
ceaseless care of the churches! 
To find or adapt words in languages that have never 
known the idea of God, or the attributes of Christ, 
is a most difficult task. These languages, many of 
them, contain no word for God. Spirits are uni- 
versally evil spirits. These people think in terms of 
witchcraft and idols, and their minds are devoid of 
such concepts as God, salvation, righteousness, 
truth, peace, and grace. The missionaries have gone 
into these fields with a determination to present 
God’s truth in noble and dignified language, keeping 
it free from gutter expressions with which these 
tongues abound, and yet avoiding too ornate a style. 
They have sought to make it possible that even a 
stupid, ignorant coolie may understand and be lifted 
to a larger life, and they have endeavored to meet 
and hold by their choice of the language used the 
more educated minds. Think of the difficulty in- 
volved in conveying to a darkened mind the idea of 
“faith in Jesus Christ,” when all that one has to 
build on in concepts that are known is the idea of 
one man’s regard for another’s word. Think of the 
difficulty of representing the New Testament idea 
of “repentance,” when to the darkened pagan mind 
there is no thought of a penitent heart turning to a 
loving God, with a hatred of sin and endeavor for 
new obedience. Repentance too often to the pagan 
conveys only the idea of mere penance. But the 
missionary with faith in God ‘has triumphed over 
every difficulty, and now, from the throats of mil- 
lions of men, there may arise songs of praise and 
adoration of God. 

Our own Presbyterian missionaries have had a 
large share in this service. On every one of our 
fields our missionaries have served as translators. 
Names like Morrison, Vinson, and Edmiston in 
Africa; Woods and Stuart in China; Reynolds, 
Clark, Crane, and Winn in Korea; Ostrom and Lo- 
gan in Japan; Ross and Miss E. V. Lee in Mexico, 
with many others, testify to the large service that 
our own Church has rendered in this matter. 
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The American Bible Society’s Gospels cross an inland stream in Brazil 


At Madras 


At the Madras meeting of the International Mis- 
sionary Council in December, the wide-spread influ- 
ence of the Bible will be indicated by a literature 
exhibit which will be drawn from practically every 
nation on earth. All who use this program should 
familiarize themselves with the articles in this issue 
of the PRESBYTERIAN SuRVEY bearing on the Madras 
meeting, and should endeavor to realize the enor- 
mous amount of work through the past decades of 
missionary history that the holding of such a repre- 
sentative gathering of missionary workers really 
represents. 


Who Prints These Bibles? 


Who prints these Bibles in these various tongues? 
Here is where the work of the Bible Societies comes 
in, those in America, Great Britain, Scotland and 
other countries. The Bible Societies are doing a 




























A colporteur at work in Bulgaria 


magnificent piece of work. Our own Church is an 
active supporter of the work of the American Bible 
Society. In the more than one hundred years of its 
service the American Bible Society has published 
and distributed Scriptures in two hundred and 
twenty-six languages, and has aided the missionaries 
of twenty-nine different denominations and other 
religious bodies in the translation of some portion 
of the Bible into more than one thousand tongues. 
The Bible Society comes to the aid of the mission- 
ary with experience and funds in covering the costs 
of composition, proof-reading, correcting, plate- 
making, paper, printing, binding, packing, and ship- 
ping. An interesting illustration of this is the pro- 
duction in recent months of the Luba-Lulua Bible 
and Testaments which have recently been shipped 
to our own mission in the Belgian Congo, Africa. 
Our Executive Committee of Foreign Missions and 
our mission in Africa contributed something under 
four thousand dollars for this work, and the Ameri- 
can Bible Society approximately fifteen thousand 
dollars, so that the Luba-Lulua people might have 
the Scriptures in their own tongue at a price which 
their meager allowances can meet. Of course, when 
the American Bible Society contributes this money 
it is really the Christian people in America who, by 
supporting the American Bible Society, are making 
this work possible. 


There are thrilling records of the service of print- 
ing these Bibles on the mission field. In Japan, in 
1923, the earthquake disaster destroyed not only 
the complete stock of moulds, plates, and printed 
editions, valued at fifteen thousand dollars, but also 
the printing house itself that had served the Bible 
Society for many years. Fire and persecution, theft 
and death have not prevented the going forward of 
this work. Bibles in Braille for the blind have been 
printed in many languages. 
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A remote mountain 

home where the Bible 

distributor is the only 
religious visitor 


In the Homeland 

Not all this work, however, is done in foreign 
lands. In our own homeland our home missionaries 
are preaching the gospel every week in ten differ- 
ent foreign languages. For years within our borders 
there have been the Indians and Mexicans; and added 
to this there is the new development incident to the 
vast multitudes of people who have come to our 
shores during the last half century. 

Fifty-five years ago, José Otello, an elder in the 
Presbyterian church of Madoras, Mexico, one of the 
first fruits of our foreign-mission work in Mexico, 
moved to San Marcos, Texas, bringing his religion 
with him. A Mexican neighbor requested Otello to 
read. The New Testament was used as a text book, 
and, in learning to read, a man named Perez learned 
of the Saviour too. He became the first convert of 
our Mexican work in Texas. Thus perfectly did the 
home- and foreign-mission enterprises link hands 
across an international boundary to advance the 
Kingdom of Christ. From that small beginning the 
Mexican work in Texas has grown by leaps and 
bounds until today there are forty organized 
churches where these people have regular preach- 
ing by Presbyterian ministers speaking in their own 
tongue. Many of these Mexican Christians return 
to their native land, carrying with them the living 
Christ to be shown to and shared with their coun- 
trymen who know Him not. 

In the home-mission work of our Church the gos- 
pel is being preached to growing Italian congrega- 
tions in Kansas City and Galveston, Texas. In Ybor 
City, the Latin colony of Tampa, Florida, there live 
forty thousand Latin Americans, Spaniards, Italians, 
and Cubans. In New Orleans we are touching the 
Chinese colony, and in other places in Louisiana and 
elsewhere we are reaching the Hungarians and 
French. In Prince George, Virginia, we are minis- 
tering to the Czecho-Slovaks, and in Baltimore we 
are reaching the Jews. The American Bible Society 
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Bible Society’s Secretary Marroquin addresses our 
Tex-Mex boys 


is printing the Bible for the Indians in the United 
States in fourteen American languages, and, in addi- 
tion, an edition of the Gospels for the Eskimos in 
Alaska. 


Selling and Distributing 


Who sells and distributes these Scriptures? This 
is the work of the colporteurs and other book sellers. 
And what a fascinating story there is here! Time 
was when it was as much as a man’s life was worth 
to be caught with a bundle of books in his posses- 
sion in Korea. And so in other lands. Thrilling 
stories might be told of how native workers have 
risked their lives, and given their lives, that these 
books might be sold and read by their fellow coun- 

men. A missionary in Korea who has charge of 
a Bible House states that their colporteurs are in- 
structed to call at every house, even the poorest, 
and from those people who have no money and who 
want a Book, to accept an egg, a handful of rice, 
or whatever is offered in payment. Experience has 
taught that the average man who has bought some- 
thing, no matter how cheaply, wants to get his 
money’s worth out of it. So the policy is to sell 
these Books, rather than to give them away, but 
the price is arranged so that the very poorest can 
pay. Even in Korea, which is acknowledged to be 
one of the most successful mission fields in the 
world, the task of evangelization is far from being 
accomplished, for even there less than 2% of the 
Koreans are Christians. Incidents are on record in 
Korea where whole churches become purveyors of 
Bibles and where the whole countryside is covered 
with the sale of the Word of God, or portions of 
It. One missionary in Korea writes: 


































“Many times we have been awakened by the sound of 
singing at early family prayers, as the weird music floated 
across the court yard. Then, the sound of voices as each 
around read a verse of Scripture, first the father, then the 
halting voice of an unschooled mother, then the high- 
pitched, clear, ringing voices of school children, then the 
fainter tones of a little child, helped along, word by word, 
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These children of Bayou Grand, in the marsh country below 

New Orleans, have a mixed ancestry—Indian, French, Spanish, 

Italian, and Portuguese. They are proud of their American 
Bible Society Bibles 


by the father, after which would come the prayer. In these 
homes we have seen many Bibles, often dirty and worn, but 
often carefully marked and well preserved.” 


In the countries of South America, especially, 
there have been great persecutions of the colporteurs 
who try to distribute the Word of God. Always 
and on every hand the dominant Roman Church has 
opposed the Bible for the masses. In all Latin 
America the Roman Church, on account of its prin- 
ciple that tradition and the Bible both are infallible 
and together must be held sacred by the Church, 
has almost without exception discouraged and re- 
fused the circulation among the people of its own 
translation of the Scriptures. But, even so, the work 
of distribution in the Latin American countries has 
gone on unceasingly. 

Let us take heart and thank God for the marvel- 
ous service which our contributions to missions, for- 
eign and home, and to the American Bible Society, 
have been rendering during the past decades. God 
has abundantly vindicated His promise to sustain the 
spreading of His Word. We have not begun to 
glimpse the possibilities of this service on which we p 
are engaged. 

One of our missionaries, Dr. J. C. Crane, of 
Pyengyang, Korea, writing in The Korea Mission 
Field, says: 


“An earnest helper, at first bitterly opposed to Christianity, 
and a confirmed drinker, but a policeman, refused even to 
see his brother, who was trying to win him to Christ. Finally 
the brother, almost in despair, left a copy of the Gospel of 
Matthew. This proved a wedge that broke his heart of stone, 
for reading it brought conviction of sin, and a hope of 
throwing off the habit that was enslaving him. He went to 
church, became an earnest Christian worker, has raised a 
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consistent Christian family, and has developed three groups 
of Christians into three pastorates, thereby throwing himself 
out of work at the last group, and facing the greatest priva- 
tions. Without the slightest jealousy or resentment, he is 
consistently working as a member of the session under a 
pastor whose coming brought himself and his family finan- 
cial insecurity. I have never seen this man serve a church 
without feeling an awakening in its spiritual life. The Word 
was a seed that brought forth a hundredfold in his life, and 
he is only one of thousands.” 


Another writes: 


“In every group the Bible is read and its teachings planted 
in the hearts of both old and young. One young woman 
remarked, ‘If a morning passes without my daily Bible read- 
ing, the whole day seems to go wrong.’ ” 


The story is told that in one of the mission fields 
a woman about thirty-five years of age had seen in 
a magazine article the words “eternal life.” She was 
fascinated by the words and wondered where she 
had heard them before. After a time she remem- 
bered that as a child of twelve she heard her grand- 
father read of eternal life in a book called the Bible. 
She desired to know the real meaning of the word, 
so she took the Bible from the bedside table and 
began reading. She found not only the answer to 
that question, but also many other things that puz- 


Material furnished also by the Rev. Francis C. Stifler, D.D., 


zled and interested her. Desiring to know the truth, 
she resolved on her recovery to attend church. She 
became an earnest seeker, later was converted, began 
to help in the church and to do personal work. She 
consecrated her life to God’s service and is now in 
a Bible training school. 

And here is one other word from the mission field: 


“I used to be a communist. I thought the world was in 
such a bad state that only by destroying everything and 
beginning all over again could things be set right. Since I 
have been here in the hospital I have been reading this book, 
listening to the hospital evangelist, and have had time to 
think. I am now convinced that the Jesus way is the only 
way that will work, and that of changing the world by first 
changing the hearts of men, and I have determined first of 
all to become a Christian myself.” 


“Ye shall be my witnesses.” “From Jerusalem to 
the ends of the earth.” “When the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you.” We must perpetuate Pentecost. 
“Thy testimonies, O God, are wonderful; therefore, 
let my soul keep them.” “The multitude came to- 
gether, and were confounded, because that every 
man heard them speak in his own language.” “This 
gospel ... shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness.” 


Editorial Secretary of the American Bible Society, and Dr. 


Claude H. Pritchard, Educational Secretary of the Assembly’s Home Mission Committee. 





The 1939 Birthday Gift 
Woman’s Auxiliary, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Again our Birthday Offering is designated for an 
objective in one of our foreign-mission fields. 

Several years ago, in 1931, our Birthday Gifts 
were used to erect Girls’ Homes on each of our five 
stations in the Congo, and also the Central School 
for Missionaries’ Children. These are rendering a 
rich service to girlhood and womanhood of Africa, 
but there is great need for a fund to be available 
for the operating expenses of these homes, so that 
the equipment already provided may be used to its 
maximum capacity and a yet larger circle of girls 
reached and thus prepared for Christian service. 

With this need in mind, therefore, and following 
the advice of our Congo Mission and the endorse- 
ment of our Executive Committee of Foreign Mis- 
sions, the Committee on Woman’s Work and the 
Woman’s Advisory Committee have made the de- 
cision for the 1939 Birthday Objective and are glad 
to make this announcement regarding it: 
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The 1939 Birthday Objective is to be a me- 
morial fund, the interest on which is to be 
used for operating the Girls’ Homes which 
the Woman’s Auxiliary provided through 
the 1931 Birthday Gift, and also for other 
forms of woman’s work in the Congo. This 
gift is to be designated as the Edmiston- 
Fearing Memorial Fund. 


Through the book, Glorious Living, we were 
deeply impressed with the lives and service rendered 
by those two great heroines of the Cross, Mrs. Al- 
thea Edmiston and Miss Maria Fearing. It is es- 
pecially fitting, therefore, that as a tribute of our ap- 
preciation of these great missionaries, we name our 
1939 Birthday Gift, the Edmiston-Fearing Memorial 
Fund. 

Janie W. McGaucuey, 
Secretary of Woman’s Work. 
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WHILE THIS ARTICLE IS BEING READ, FOUR HUNDRED 
and fifty delegates, representing the Protestant con- 
situency of more than sixty nations, will be con- 
verging upon Madras, a city in southeast India, to 
begin one of the most significant Christian gather- 
ings of modern times. No group 


On to Madras 


By EDWARD D. GRANT* 


religious, educational, social, and economic problems 
being faced today by the Christian church. The 
church does not live outside of these problems, 
whether it be in the so-called “home countries” or 
in the foreign fields. These are the situations in 

which the church exists in 


has ever more sorely needed the 
directing power of the Holy 
Spirit in its deliberations, or has 
sought it more eagerly. Every 
reader would do well to pause 
at this point long enough to 
invoke God’s blessing upon the 
Madras Conference, pleading 
that His plans for the further 
expansion of Christianity to the 
ends of the earth may be more 
perfectly wrought through 
them. 

These delegates will repre- 
sent a wide variety of peoples 
in their costumes, languages, 
and cultures. Yet throughout 
this group there will be abun- 
dant evidences of an essential 
unity which will bind them 


A CALL TO PRAYER 


In order that the Madras Conference 
may be undergirded by the prayer of 
the Christian church, you are asked: 


1. To pray for the International Mis- 
sionary Council as it meets in 
session, December 12-30, 1938, at 
Madras, India. 


2. To pray that those who come to 
Madras may do so in a spirit of 
humility and repentance for past 
failures. 


3. To give thanks for God’s guidance 
in the past and pray that His spirit 
will lead the Conference day by 
day. 


4. That there may be vision and hope 
and power in the meetings. 


5. That the American delegates may 
be able to interpret this meeting to 
the home church with power, on 
their return. 


every land, and some of these 


represent conditions which 
only the spirit of Christ, 
embodied in the lives of men, 
can change. 

These independent study 


groups with all the research 
back of them will provide the 
starting point for the more 
intensive study at Madras. The 
delegates will be divided into 
eighteen different _ sections, 
every delegate being a member 
of two sections. Nine of these 
will be in session all forenoon, 
the other nine meeting in the 
afternoon. Probably from fifty 
to fifty-five members will be in 
each section, including special- 
ists who are brought from 


close together at all times in the 

bonds of Christian fellowship. 

Reasons for this unity are not hard to find, for no 
matter from where they come, and regardless of 
the color of their skin, they will be united in their 
conviction that there is only one Saviour, and that 
through Him and in His power alone can the King- 
dom of God be established. They will be at one 
in their earnest purpose to serve a world sorely 
in need of all that Christ has to offer. This unity 
will extend also into the realm of concrete action, for 
the words “comity” and “coéperation” will be heard 
over and over again in their discussions. 

Yet the Madras Conference will not be primarily 
a speech-making body, offering inspiration to the 
delegates through stirring addresses only. Instead, 
it will primarily be a “working” group in every 
sense of the word. For over a year and a half com- 
mittees in nearly every Protestant country in the 
world have been delving into various aspects of the 





*Dr. Edward D. Grant, Executive Secretary of the Committee of 
Religious Education and Publication, is one of the delegates from 
North America to the Madras Conference. 
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various parts of the world as 

resource leaders. The night 
sessions will alternately be given over to addresses 
by outstanding world leaders and to additional study 
groups taking up various pressing problems in par- 
ticular mission fields today. 

No further confirmation of the fact that this 
group intends serious work is needed after a brief 
glance at some of the topics assigned to the forenoon 
and afternoon sections. Among these are the follow- 
ing: “The Faith by Which the Church Lives”; 
“The Church, Its Nature, and Function”; “The 
Unfinished Evangelistic Task”; “The Place of the 
Church in Evangelism”; “The Witness of the 
Church in Relation to the Non-Christian Religions”; 
“The Inner Life of the Church—Worship, the 
Christian Home, and Religious Education”; “The 
Place, Work, and Training of the Missionary”; 
“The Economic Basis of the Church”; “The Church 
and the State”, and similar topics. 

It should be noted that any one of these might 
well be selected by our own Presbyterian congre- 
gations in the South for careful study and analysis. 
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Is it not strange that groups from so many different 
places in the world should be facing essentially the 
same difficulties in their efforts to extend the 
boundaries of the Kingdom? To be sure, particular 
aspects present themselves more pointedly in some 
nations than in others, but all exist at least to some 
degree within every nation. For this reason, the 
Madras Conference is most timely. We are living 
in a day when we cannot have even our problems 
to ourselves. We share even our perplexities and 
our obstacles to progress. The Madras outlook, 
therefore, immediately becomes a world outlook, a 
symbol of the essential oneness of all Christian 
peoples. 

The spirit of Madras cannot be confined to India. 
It is something which we in every Presbyterian 
congregation in America must catch if we make any 


claim to membership in the world Christian fellow- 
ship. “On to Madras” refers not to the folks who 
today may be on their way to that particular spot 
in India, but to all of us who today are thinking 
in terms of a world to be won for Christ and a 
world sorely in need of His healing and saving 
power. Only as we catch this world view can we 
see ourselves in our wider Christian relationships. 
To generate this spirit should be the ambition of 
every one of us who are members of the Presby- 
terian Church. May the Madras spirit become for 
us a spiritual slogan which will push back all 
geographic boundaries, and generate within our 
hearts a love big enough to include all, regardless 
of languages or color, who claim Christ as their 
Saviour. Truly let us pray, “On to Madras.” 





Delegates to the Madras Conference 
From the North American Churches 


THE LIST OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NoRTH AMERI- 
can Churches to the Madras Conference is now 
complete. By the time this reaches you, these men 
and women will be in Madras, joining more than 
400 delegates from more than 60 other countries, 
who will represent approximately 350 million non- 


Roman Catholic Christians at the Madras Confer- 

ence. 

Two of the North American representatives, Dr. 
Edward D. Grant and Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, are 
members of our Church. Dr. Frank W. Price, one 
of our missionaries to China, is also attending the 
Conference. Dr. Price was born in China, the son 
of Dr. and Mrs. P. Frank Price, and at the request 
of the native Church of Christ in China, his mem- 
bership is held in a native presbytery, and he was 
elected as a delegate from the Chinese Church. We 
take great pleasure in this honor to Dr. Price. 

The whole list of representatives follows: 

Arnup, Jesse H., D.D., Secretary of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the United Church of Canada. 

Beattie, Philip R., Missionary Secretary, Student 
Christian Movement of Canada and Priest of the 
Church of England in Canada. 

Gould, Sydney, M.D., D.D., D.C.L., General Secre- 
tary of the Missionary Society of the Church of 
England in Canada and Canon of the Church. 

Inrig, Frank, Vice-President of the Canadian Bap- 
tist Foreign Mission Board; President of the 
Toronto Baptist Brotherhood; and President of 
the Monarch Belting Company. 
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Taylor, Ruth H. (Mrs. Hugh D.), Foreign Mission 
Executive Secretary of the Woman’s Missionary 
Society of the United Church of Canada. 

Tennant, Violet Ellen, Girl’s Work Secretary of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. 

Baker, James Chamberlain, D.D., LL.D., Bishop of 
the San Francisco area of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church for San Francisco with responsibility for 
Japan and Korea. 

Braisted, Paul Judson, Ph.D., General Secretary, 
Student Volunteer Movement and Campus Secre- 
tary of the University Christian Mission of the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America. 

Collins, M. Earle, Ph.D., President of Tarkio Col- 
lege, Missouri. 

Decker, John William, D.D., Foreign Secretary of 
the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society. 
Diffendorfer, Ralph Eugene, D.D., Corresponding 
Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of 

the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Emmons, Peter K., D.D., Pastor of Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., Scranton, Pa. 

Goetsch, Frederick A., D.D., Executive Secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Evangeli- 
cal Synod of North America of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church. 

Goodsell, Fred Field, D.D., Executive Vice- 
President of the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions. 
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Grant, Edward Donald, Litt.D., Executive Secre- 
tary of the Executive Committee of Religious 
Education and Publication of the Presbyterian 
Church in the UV. S. 

Harkness, Georgia, Ph.D., Associate Professor of 
the History and Literature of Religion, Mount 
Holyoke College. 

Harmon, H. G., President William Woods College, 
Fulton, Missouri. 

Harvey, Martin L., Jr., National Director of Chris- 
tion Education of Youth of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church and President of the 
Christian Youth Council of North America. 

Horton, Douglas, D.D., General Secretary of the 
General Council of Congregational Churches. 
Ives, Hilda L. (Mrs. Howard R.), Executive Secre- 
tary of the Associated Commissions for the De- 
velopment of the Rural Church in New England. 
President of the New England Town and Coun- 
try Church Commission. Professor at Andover 
Newton Theological School. 

MacKinnon, Sallie Lou, Foreign Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Woman’s Work, Board of Missions of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

Maddry, Charles Edward, D.D., Executive Secre- 
tary of the Foreign Mission Board of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention. 

Moore, Alice Rigby (Mrs. Otis), Corresponding 
Secretary, Des Moines Branch, Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

Moss, Leslie Bates, D.D., Secretary of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America. 

Parson, Artley B., Associate Foreign Secretary of 
the National Council of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. 

Potter, Francis Marmaduke, L.H.D., Corresponding 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Reformed Church in America. 

Schultz, Gertrude, Executive Secretary, Home Base 
Department of the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. Also 
Chairman of the Central Committee on United 
Study of Foreign Missions. 

Sardeson, Edna (Mrs, O. A.), Synodical Women’s 
Missionary Society president, and a member of 
the Executive Board of the Women’s Missionary 
Society, United Lutheran Church in America. 

Scott, George Tressler, D.D., Senior Secretary of 





the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. 

Seabury, Ruth, Secretary of the Home Department 
of American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions. 

Smith, Celestine Louise, National Student Secretary 
of the Young Women’s Christian Association. 5 

Stafford, Russell Henry, D.D., LL.D., S.T.D., Min- 
ister of the Old South Church in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. 

Swain, Anna Canada (Mrs. Leslie), Administrative 
Vice-President of the Woman’s American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society. 

Sweeny, Mary E., Assistant Director, Merrill- 
Palmer School, Detroit, Michigan. 

Taylor, Hugh Kerr, D.D., Educational Secretary of 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 

Tyler, Florence G., Secretary of the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference of North America. 

Van Dusen, Henry Pitney, Ph.D., Roosevelt Pro- 
fessor of Systematic Theology and Dean of Stu- 
dents at Union Theological Seminary, New York. 

Weddell, Sue, General Secretary of the Woman’s 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Reformed 
Church in America. 

Wentz, Abdel Ross, Ph.D., D.D., Professor of 
Church History, Gettysburg Seminary, Gettys- 
burg, Pa. 

Wilson, Jesse Rodman, D.D., Associate Secretary of 
the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society. 

Yocum, Cyrus M., Executive Secretary for India 
and Africa, United Christian Missionary Society. 

Wasson, Rev. A. W., Ph.D., LL.D., Foreign Secre- 
tary, General Work, Methodist Episcopal South. 

Taylor, Rev. Mills J., D.D., Associate Secretary, 
United Presbyterian Church of N. A. 

CO-OPTED 

Hobson, Henry W., D.D., Bishop of the Diocese 
of Southern Ohio of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. 

Horton, Walter Marshall, Ph.D., Fairchild Professor 
of Theology, Oberlin Graduate School of The- 
ology. 

Hume, Edward Hicks, M.D., LL.D., Director of the 
Christian Medical Council for Overseas Work. 
Latourette, Kenneth Scott, Ph.D., D.D., D. Willis 
James Professor of Missions and Oriental History 

in Yale University. 
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Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—-November 1, 1937 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1938—November 1, 1938 
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Christmas Greetings 


A member of the family of Ministerial Relief 
writes to the Committee; and, through the Com- 
mittee, to the Church; and, through the Church, 
to you who offer the Joy Gift. 


BECAUSE IT IS DEEP IN MY HEART, I WISH FOR YOU A 
Happy Christmas season and a prosperous New 
Year. I also wish to thank you for your many and 
great kindnesses to me and mine. I have not ex- 
pressed my gratitude to you month by month for 
the checks that you have so faithfully sent to me; 
but, oh, I do appreciate them more than I can tell. 
Rest assured that I pray for you, and that I love you. 





Why Not Complete It Now? 


IN 1926 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DECIDED TO PUT 
the work of Ministerial Relief on the sane, sensible, 
Christian, businesslike plan of the Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund. Each year since that time the General Assem- 
bly has held this plan before our Church as its great 
unfinished task. 

There is no question that the fund will be estab- 
lished. Already more than two thirds of the re- 
quired amount has been received in cash and pledges 
in the Louisville office. Hundreds of churches have 
solemnly declared that they will contribute their 
“quota.” They simply keep putting the matter off. 
Further delay will be exceedingly costly in time, 
energy, morale, and money. 

The Moderator of the General Assembly, Judge 
Willis M. Everett, in a clear call to the churches to 
complete this business at once, called our attention 
to the great cost in delay, as follows: 

“The delay in subscribing the $3,000,000 required 
before the Ministers’ Annuity Fund can be put into 
operation is working hardships on many beloved 
pastors. Some of these faithful servants of the 
Church are obliged to retire from active service 
without the annuity which they have earned, and 
to which by every law of equity they are entitled. 
The officers and members of our churches should 
remember that the failure to complete this fund 
means that all ministers now in active service will 
have a reduced annuity upon their retirement. 

“Also, it should be understood that the delay in 
completing the Annuity Fund Campaign is retarding 
other important work of the Church vital to its 
life and development. The great missionary causes 
of the Assembly must be put into position to go 
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forward. The missionary advance waits on the com- 
pletion of this primary task which the Church has 
begun. 


“The General Assembly, meeting in Meridian, 
Mississippi, in May, realizing the cost of delay, urged 
each church to subscribe its quota promptly in order 
that this fund may be established and its benefits 
made available to these servants of Christ who have 
given their life and strength to His Church in the 
home and foreign fields. 


“If all will do their part, the task of completing 
this fund will not be great. It is an undertaking in 
which every one, the rich and the poor and every 
church, the large and the small, can have a share. 
It is a denominational responsibility for those who 
serve the whole Church. We can expect God's 
blessing on our Church only as we provide for 
those who serve Him.” 


The Ministers’ Annuity Fund is the only plan 
devised that will make it possible for the Church 
to pay the debt it owes to its ministers and mission- 
aries who have been called away from the sources 
of material gain and not permitted to turn aside to 
any avocation or money-making. Many of these 
men have now worn themselves out in the service 
of Christ and the Church. We have promised to 
see them through. The “honor of religion” demands 
that we make more equitable provision for their 
needs. 

Cash and pledges should be sent to the Minis- 
ters’ Annuity Fund, 410 Urban Building, Louisville, 
Kentucky. 


Henry H. Sweets, Secretary. 
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There Came Wise Men 


A Story 





WHEN HE WAS A SMALL Boy, MELCHIOR, THE CAMEL 
driver’s son, would lie on his back on the flat roof 
top, watching the stars. It made him glad to know 
that Balthasar the Magian, from his tower on the 
hill outside the city gate, was also watching the 
stars. “Some day,” the boy boasted to himself, “I 
will know as many secrets of the stars as Balthasar.” 

But, as he grew older, Melchior learned of the 
vast gulf between a Magian and a camel driver’s 
son; regretfully he put away his boyhood’s ambi- 
tions and followed his father’s trade. But still, as he 
marched by some camel train through the chill des- 
ert night, or as his party camped by some lonely 
well, he watched the stars swing by overhead and 
learned them as the scribes in the market place 
learned the alphabet. So skilled did Melchior be- 
come in following the guiding stars that he was in 
great demand as a camel driver and earned much 
gold. And yet he was not satisfied. 

Whenever Melchior’s camel train entered the 
city, he would see the astrologers seated in the mar- 
ket place, reading the secrets of the stars for all who 
could pay. It seemed to him an easy task, compared 
to camel driving, and an opportunity to gather more 
knowledge. So when at last his leather bag was 
heavy with gold, he left his father’s trade and became 
disciple to the oldest and shrewdest of the astrol- 
ogers. Because he knew already the names and the 
courses of the brightest stars, and because he was 
keen of wit, he readily learned his new work. 

From his seat in the market place, Melchior could 
see Balthasar’s tower, and again his boyhood’s long- 
ings stirred within him. On a day when he had 
learned some new secret of the stars, or when he 
had read some client’s fate to the very best of his 
knowledge, he fancied that the tower looked kindly 
and approving, like Balthasar himself. But when- 
ever Melchior spoke glibly of things he did not 
know, or whenever he spoke flatteringly in hope of 
more gold, the tower seemed stern and forbidding. 
Yet gold he must have to carry out his bold plan. 
For the sake of a leather bag quite full of gold, 
surely even the great Balthasar could not refuse to 
teach some of his secrets to a skillful astrologer, 





*Miss Katharine A. See is a member of the staff of the Commit- 
tee on Christian Education and Ministerial Relief. 
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By KATHARINE A. SEE* 


though he were only a camel driver’s son. So Mel- 
chior fingered eagerly each new coin that came to 
him, for it seemed one step further on the road to 
his ambition. When he had learned the last secret 
of the oldest astrologer, and when the leather bag 
was quite full of gold, he boldly climbed the hill to 
Balthasar’s tower. 

The assurance with which he had met even the 
proudest men in the market place was shaken when 
he came into the presence of Balthasar. Tall and 
grave he stood, with his flowing white beard and 
the flowing white robes of the Magi. But his voice 
was kind, and his courtesy was as though Melchior 
were a prince’s son, and he bowed in approbation 
as the young man recited his learning. So Melchior 
was encouraged, and spoke more confidently, and at 
last brought forth the bag of gold. 

But Balthasar’s kindly face again became grave, 
and his voice was stern as he answered: “You as- 
trologers sit in the market place, and your eyes are 
blinded by the dust of the market place, and you 
think that gold can buy the secrets of the stars! The 
God of Heaven set the stars in their paths; and all 
our science is from him. Only by humility can a 
man attain to this science, and by counting a life- 
time of patience well spent if at last it lead him to 
some new knowledge.” 

Melchior hung his head in mortification, yet he 
would not go from the presence of Balthasar. “You 
are right, my lord,” he said at length. “I have not 
understood the meaning of science. But, oh! my 
lord Balthasar, now that I know that the secrets of 
the stars are greater than I had dreamed, now more 
than ever I am determined to learn them. Forgive 
my bag of gold; let me come into your household 
and be your servant. Only try me, and see if I, too, 
will not count a lifetime well spent in the study of 
the stars.” 

After a long silence the Magian answered: “Tt is 
well. Serve the stars faithfully, and not I, but the 
God of Heaven will teach you their science.” 

So Melchior lived in Balthasar’s tower, and learned 
patience as he helped in the tasks of the household. 
His reward came at night when, as they watched 
the stars from the roof top, his master called the 
constellations by their names, and recited their lore. 
The young man welcomed the visits of other 
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Magi; especially those of Caspar, who lived beyond 
the mountains; for then he heard, the whole night 
long, such speeches of wisdom that he grew dizzy 
with admiration and with the delight of learning. 
Once Melchior attended his master Balthasar beyond 
the mountains to the palace of Caspar, set in gardens 
of frankincense. 

After a time Melchior was permitted to care for 
Balthasar’s instruments. Often, in the early evening, 
he and his master would descend from the tower 
into the small fragrant garden to tend the trees and 
herbs that produced sweet-smelling gums and spices; 
later they would distill the precious myrrh, sealing 
it in silver flagons. Melchior wondered to see a man 
of science working with his hands; but he observed 
that Balthasar found rest and refreshment in this 
work. Then, as the stars swung out, they would 
ascend to the roof; and there, before their study be- 
gan, Balthasar would lift his hands in supplication, 
and, looking beyond the stars, would pray to the 
God of Heaven. 

Once, as the moon shone on the city below them, 
Melchior said hesitatingly: “My master, the priests 
in the temple pray long prayers to the God of 
Heaven, and chant hymns to him, and burn fires on 
his altar all the day long. Yet they do not speak to 
him as though they knew him. And the people who 
gather down there in the market place have not 
even this knowledge, but call on many gods. My 
master, tell me where you learned the secrets of the 
God of Heaven, so I too may learn.” 

Balthasar answered gravely: “All my life long I 
have meditated on him, and yet I know now how 
little I have learned. Nevertheless, of these things I 
am sure: I have seen the stars that he has made, and 
I know that he is the All-Great. I have observed 
the laws which the stars obey, and I know that he 
is the All-Wise. And somehow—though how I can- 
not tell—I know that he is the All-Good.” 

Melchior said wonderingly, “I could not have 
learned this for myself. I should never have known 
it if you had not taught me.” 

Balthasar replied sadly, watching the sleeping city: 
“And the men in the market place of whom you 
spoke—how shall they ever know, unless one comes 
to teach them?” 

“To teach them?” Melchior asked in disdain. 

The Magian looked at him sternly. “If the God 
of Heaven is All-Good, will he not have pity on 
his poorest and meanest creatures? Surely He will 
send one who knows his secret wisdom: one who is 
good, that he may have pity; one who is wise, that 
he may be a teacher; one who is a King, that he 
may have power for the task. And he will come. 
Long ago there lived at the king’s court a Magian 
named Daniel, of the people of the Jews, who de- 


590 


clared that such a King had been promised to his 
people, and that the sign of his coming should be a 
star. As I watch the stars, and read their meanings, 
I wonder if the message from the Most High will 
come in my lifetime. And I know that in his palace 
beyond the mountains Caspar, my friend, is also 
watching.” 

Melchior wondered that Balthasar, a man of 
science, should concern himself with the fate of the 
ignorant people in the market place; he wondered 
at the Magian’s belief that the God of Heaven, who 
made the stars, should be concerned. But he had 
such respect for Balthasar’s learning and wisdom 
that he did not dismiss these ideas as strange fancies, 
but pondered over them. As the stars came out, he 
too would try to look beyond them and to fashion 
prayers to the God of Heaven; until at last it some- 
times seemed to him that the Most High was indeed 
teaching him his secrets, even as Balthasar had 
promised. 

Only once more did his master have occasion to 
speak sternly to him. Drunk with the delight of 
learning, Melchior had exclaimed confidently: 
“Soon we shall have named all the stars and charted 
their courses. There will remain little for those who 
come after us but to study the writings we shall 
leave to them!” 

The Magian looked at him in indignation. “Surely 
the dust of the market place is still in your eyes,” 
he answered. Is the God of Heaven a man like our- 
selves that he should be encompassed by the rope 
of our little learning? Is it not in his power to 
strengthen our eyes and our minds to find other 
stars beyond those we now see? Is it not in his 
power to bring new stars into the field of heaven?” 

Melchior cried out in fright, ““New stars? to over- 
throw all those truths we have so patiently learned?” 

Balthasar demanded with scorn: “Is that spoken 
as a man of science? Can the All-True overthrow 
his truth? He will rather sift our learning; if he 
take away chaff, he will give grain in its place. 
Think: What will a man of true science do if some 
new knowledge confront him?” 

Melchior quailed before his master’s gaze, and 
bowed his head in deep thought. At length he re- 
plied humbly: “I understand. He will seek, by all 
paths which the Most High will open to him, to 
learn what may be its meaning, and to gather even 
more knowledge about it.” 

And Balthasar’s stern face again grew kind as he 
answered, “So! That was spoken as one of the 
Magi.” 

So night followed night, and year followed year. 
Melchior grew more and more familiar with the 
secrets of the stars, until few even of the Magi were 
superior to him in the science. In the early evening 
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he helped Balthasar in the garden of myrrh; and as 
the earliest stars appeared he accompanied him to 
the roof top, where one or the other kept watch 
until day. Now Balthasar called Melchior “My 
son,” and Melchior said no longer “My master,” but 
“My father.” It troubled him to see that the 
Magian was growing feeble; sometimes as they 
ascended the stairs he leaned on his pupil’s arm. 
But his eyes read the stars as keenly as ever, and 
his mind was faithful to his heart. 

On a still night, as Melchior slumbered toward 
dawn, Balthasar gently roused him. “My son,” he 
said, and his voice quivered with eagerness, “look up 
and tell me if the stars all hang in their accustomed 

laces.” 

Melchior raised his eyes and scanned the heavens 
with the greatest care. “All is as it should be, my 
father,” he answered; then cried out in fear, “What? 
Are the stars not clear to your eyes?” 

Balthasar replied, “The stars are clearer to my 
eyes than ever before; and they seem to hang in 
their accustomed places. And yet I see them in new 
patterns, and these patterns have led my eyes across 
the face of heaven to a point where I have seen—no, 
rather let your eyes tell what they see. Look!” 

Melchior’s gaze followed Balthasar’s to a point 
low on the horizon. Silently he watched; then his 
heart quickened. Slowly he answered: “I see only 
a cluster of bright stars, which I know well, now 
paling before the dawn. But, for a moment, I 
thought I saw—a faint star, which I do not know.” 

The Magian bowed his white head. “I have seen 
his star in its rising,” he murmured. “Has the God 
of Heaven brought a new star into the field of 
heaven? Or has he strengthened my eyes, and the 
eyes of my son, to look beyond the stars we have 
known? I cannot tell; but surely this is the sign of 
the King.” 

Suddenly he straightened himself; his voice and 
his step took on a new youth. “My son, see that 
preparation is made at once for a journey. It may 
be that Casper, watching beyond the mountains, has 
seen the sign also and will accompany me. If not, 
I must travel alone to Jerusalem, to find this King 
of the Jews. I leave all things here in your hands.” 

Melchior answered in alarm: “To Jerusalem! 
My father, that journey is long and dangerous, and 
your strength is failing. Already the star has faded. 
Besides, how can you know that this is the sign of 
the King?” 

“You speak as my son, not as a man of science,” 





Balthasar reproved him affectionately. “Of what 
value is my life, except to gather new knowledge, 
new secrets from the God of Heaven?—He has 
shown me his star once, and will do so again, if he 
will. My heart commands me to go to seek this 
King; but I go also as a Magian. You say I do not 
know that this is the sign of the King; that is true, 
but therefore I must make the journey. Have you 
so soon forgotten your lesson?—What will a man 
of true science do if some new knowledge confront 
him?” 

Humbly Melchior answered: “He will seek, by 
all paths which the Most High will open to him, to 
learn what may be its meaning. But, my father, you 
shall not go alone. The desert is wide; you will need 
a skillful camel driver. Let me go with you and 
serve you.” 

Balthasar laid his hand on the young man’s shoul- 
der. “My camel driver—and my friend,” he said. 
“And now pack carefully my choicest flagon of 
myrrh, that 1 may carry it as an offering to the 
King. It is a gift of my own hands, and will bear 
more devotion than pearls or sapphires.” 

Melchior said with longing, “If only I had an 
offering to present!” 









































































































































The old man asked, “Have you forgotten your 
bag of gold? Look, here it is.” 


Slowly Melchior fingered the coins. “This one I 
can offer,” he said, “for my best knowledge and 
skill went into earning it. But for this’—he laid 
one piece aside—“I spoke of matters which I did 
not know; I cannot offer that to a King who comes 
to bring truth; nor this, which was earned by flat- 
tery.”” He separated them into two piles, and indi- 
cated with shame the smaller. “See how small a 
gift I have to bring.” 

But Balthasar said gravely, “Does not the power 
to study and to work come from the Most High? 
Is not the longing for truth his gift? Surely you 
will carry a worthy offering to the King.” 

“Behold, there came wise men from the east to 
Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and ; 
are come to worship him. ... When they saw the Gam 
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And 
when they were come into the house, they saw the 
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, 
and worshipped him: and when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh.” 
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Our cover picture, secured by courtesy of Asia Magazine, shows us a 
Chinese artist’s conception of the visit of the Magi. Note that every nation 
sees the story through the eyes of its own heart and life. 


How Your “Joy Gift” Was Spent 


Excerpts from letters which came to the Louisville office, 
December, 1937 


“WE WANT TO EXPRESS OUR 
sincere appreciation of the 
extra ten dollars sent to us in 
December. I wish all who have 
a part in making these gifts 
possible could know how 
much they mean to those of us 
who receive them. No doubt 
the money is used for 
varied purposes in the 
various families; but I 
feel confident it is well 
spent in every case. To us 
it has meant a big part of the funds necessary for 
my daughter’s education, and the last check is 
being held to help pay her tuition for the last semes- 
ter of her senior year in State Teachers’ College. 
When that is paid, I think I will begin to feel the 
load lifting somewhat. I hardly know how we 
have managed to get her through this far; but we 
had a will to do it, and our faith was strong.” 


LQ, 


“With hearts warmed and comforted, we write 
to thank you for your wonderful gifts. We had 
faced a lonely Christmas with scanty coal bin and 
larder and a raging snowstorm, and things looked 
gloomy indeed, when your kind letter with its gen- 
erous enclosure arrived. What other name could fit 
so well as ‘Joy Gift’! It brought joy in all its fullness 
to this old couple, as I am sure it did to the many 
others who received it.” 


“Your letter informing us of an ‘extra’ included 
in the regular check was gratefully received by each 
member of the family. We tried to use the extra 
money in such a way that each one could derive 
the most benefits from it. We needed a sewing- 
machine, because we had sold ours before moving 
here; so we bought one for a good bargain Christ- 
mas Eve. We have learned to be economical in the 


past four years, and we are trying to instill that in 
the girls.” 

“We received the monthly check in December, 
and also the extra twenty dollars, for which I want 
to thank you. It certainly helped to make our 
Christmas happier, and it will be used in some way 
to make life a little easier and us more comfortable. 
I expect most of it will be used to buy coal. We 
are so grateful to you for the check that comes 
every month so regularly. I do not know what we 
would do without it.” 

“My husband has been sick for the last three 
months and confined to bed and to the house since 
the last of November; so I am writing to express our 
appreciation of the extra amount of check for 
Ministerial Relief which we received the day before 
Christmas. This extra amount of $25 will help us 
to pay doctors’ bills and other very necessary ex- 
penses. Your Committee has always been exceed- 
ingly generous to us, and we want the whole Com- 
mittee and the whole Church to know of our appre- 
ciation during our difficulties. We hope and pray 
for your continued success; and for the success of 
the whole program of our Southern Presbyterian 
Church.” 

“TI acknowledge with gratitude the receipt of the 
December check. Thank you for each one you 
have sent me. I have always given my tithe out of 
each check; and now I am so happy to have an 
extra amount to give. Need I add this will go back 
to the Ministers’ Annuity Fund? Upon receipt of 
each one of your checks, I kneel in prayer thank- 
ing God for what you do for me, and pray He will 
richly bless you in your work, and for the success 
of the M. A. F. I do not write to acknowledge each 
check. Arthritis in my fingers makes writing pain- 
ful. Thank you again for all you have done for me.” 

Your “Joy Gift” will help to keep those checks 
coming to such home as these during 1939. 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—November 1, 1937 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1938—November 1, 1938 


Decrease for seven months 
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Welcome Home! 


SOME OF OUR CHURCHES ARE ESTABLISHING THE TRA- 


told of the merits of their colleges. The affair 


dition of entertaining in honor of their returned proved a happy reunion for the college students and 


college students some time during the Christmas 


holidays. Since young and 
old are generally busy at 
this season, it has usually 
been found best to make 
this affair very simple and 
informal, and at a time 
when it will not conflict 
with other engagements. 
The following successful 
socials were reported to us 
last year: 

“Early in December in- 
vitations were sent to all 
college students to be spe- 
cial guests at a buffet sup- 
per to be given by the 
auxiliary during the holi- 
days. Other guests in- 
cluded the senior young 


people. Candle-lighted rooms, small tables seating 
four, and a profusion of poinsettias and scarlet 
berries lent a festive note. The hour was early enough 
not to conflict with the many Christmas engage- 
ments. The whole affair was most informal—no set 
speeches nor toasts—but many of the young people 


Increase for seven months 
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Decrease for seven months 


ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSIONS 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—November 1, 1937 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1938—-November 1, 1938 






FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Receipts—April 1, 1937—-November 1, 1937 
Receipts—April 1, 1938—November 1, 1938 





the boys and girls at home.” —Montgomery, Ala- 


bama. (Trinity Church.) 

“All ‘Going-Away-to- 
College’ and ‘Home-for- 
Vacation’ occasions are 
celebrated by our young 
people’s societies both by 
meetings and by social 
gatherings. A picnic in the 
fall, and a Sunday evening 
Fireside Hour at Christ- 
mas and Easter were forms 
of social gatherings.” — 
Washington, D. C. (Cen- 
tral Church.) 

“One of the most inter- 
esting plans that we used 
was the Waffle Breakfast. 
We gave it between Christ- 
mas and New Year when 


all the young people were home. We met at the 
Manse about 9:30 o’clock, and were served waffles 
and all the other good things that go with them, and 
afterwards played games. It brought the young peo- 
ple closer together and made them know that the 
church had not forgotten them.”’—Shawnee, Okla. 







Mes tex SENT $96,989.15 
Havig- ati ewels 95,770.71 
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satin apie 236,987.59 
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Church-Wide Observance 
Foreign Mission Season, January 1—February 5, 1939 


RECOMMENDATION BY THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 


THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATION OF THE EXECU- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions was adopted by 
the General Assembly at its last meeting in Meridian, 
Mississippi, May, 1938: 

“That the Foreign Mission Season, January 1 - February 
5, 1939, be observed in all our churches as a time of Church- 
wide rededication to the world task of Christian Missions, 
that all our ministers be urged to preach frequently and 
fervently on missions, and that the whole Church be called 
to her knees before God in prayer and earnest supplication 
for this work. 

“That all our Church organizations: Men’s Work, auxil- 
iaries, Sunday schools, and young people’s societies, be 
urged to make the largest possible use of the special foreign- 
mission study season, January 1 - February 5, 1939, organ- 
izing and taking part in study classes and schools of missions. 
The approved Mission Study Book for adults and young 


people for this year is Star in the East, by Rev. C. Darby 
Fulton. 

“That every church in the Assembly, with its organiza- 
tions, be asked to observe January 29 - February 5, 1939, as 
the Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for Foreign Missions, 
and that all sessions be urged to arrange for supplemental 
offerings in the churches.” 


SUGGESTED PROCEDURE 


In order that the recommendation of our Assem- 
bly may be carried out in the local church, the 
following procedure is suggested: 

It is hoped that a committee will be appointed by 
the pastor or, in his absence, by a recognized leader 
in the church, to make plans im advance for this 
season. We would suggest that the personnel of 
such a committee be composed somewhat as follows: 
Pastor, chairman, superintendent of Sunday school, 
director of religious education, president of auxil- 
iary, foreign-mission secretary of auxiliary, repre- 
sentative from Men-of-the-Church or men’s Bible 
class, representative of young people. 


WHAT A CHURCH-WIDE OBSERVANCE 
INCLUDES 


1. ReguLaR MEETINGs: 

Programs on Foreign Missions are being prepared 
for meetings of all groups for the month of January 
as follows: 

Men of the Church—Regular January meeting. 

(Program to be sent from Executive Committee 

of Religious Education, Box 1176, Richmond, 

Virginia.) 
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Woman's Auxiliary 

January Circle meeting. (Article for Round 
Table Discussion published in January 1939 Sur- 
vey. Helps for presenting same to be sent by the 
Committee on Woman’s Work to all subscribers 
to circle program literature.) 

January Auxiliary meeting. (Programs to be sent 
from Committee on Woman’s Work, Henry 
Grady Building, Atlanta, Georgia.) 

Young People of the Church—Vesper Programs. 
(Published in January 1939 Program Builder.) 
Sunday School—F oreign Mission Day, January 29. 
(Program to be sent from Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions, Box 330, Nashville, Tenn.) 
. CuurcH SCHOOL OF MIssIONs: 

It is hoped that all groups will participate in a 
Church School of Missions. Many churches cen- 
ter all sessions of the school in one week, meeting 
each evening, Monday through Friday. However, 
it is suggested this year that, wherever possible, 
the school shall be held through four or five con- 
secutive Wednesday evenings at the hour of the 
mid-week service, closing the Wednesday before 
the Week of Prayer and Self-Denial. Whatever 
plan we employ, let us guard against making the 
School of Missions in any way a substitute for 
meetings of real prayer and intercession. Let us 
have both. A new leaflet: “Let’s Have a School 
of Missions,” giving detailed plans for conducting 
a school, may be ordered from the Educational 
Department, Foreign Mission Committee, Box 330, 
Nashville, Tenn. 
. WEEK OF PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL: 

Sunday, January 29, introduces the Week of 
Prayer and Self-Denial, and the service on that 
Sunday should be appropriate to that occasion. 
It is hoped that special prayer meetings will be 
conducted during this week. We suggest that a 
series be held for adults in which men and women 
shall participate jointly, at an hour convenient to 
both. 

It is also hoped that a simultaneous prayer meet- 
ing be held by and for the young people. 


HELPS 


In a booklet: “Helps For Leaders,” prepared by 
Mrs. D. W. Richardson and Mrs. W. M. Rowland, 
suggestions will be found for presentation of the 

(Continued on page 609) 
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Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, Educational Secretary of our Foreign Mission Committee, sailed from New York in September to visit 
our mission work in Africa. From there he goes to the great conference at Madras, then on to our missions in the Orient. 
Our map shows the route he proposes to follow. Let us follow him with our prayers. 


A Travel Letter from Dr. Taylor 


On Board the S. S. Europa, 
New York to Cherbourg, 
September 21, 1938. 

Going out to Madras, India, for the meeting of 
the International Missionary Council in December, 
our Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
deemed it wise for me to route myself by way of 
our Church’s mission field in the Belgian Congo. 
And so I am on the beaten track that our mission- 
aries travel, going first to Belgium, and then sailing 
from Antwerp down the west coast of Africa. As 
the Congo is a Belgian colony, travel and other ar- 
rangements are best handled on this route. 

I shall land at the mouth of the Congo River about 
October 10, and expect to travel by train and car 
through hundreds of miles, visiting our own work 
in the various stations, and also the work of other 
missions in adjacent territory. You may well imag- 
ine the thrill that comes as one contemplates the 
opportunity of visiting our own dear workers there 
in that field and seeing them at their work. 


DECEMBER 1938 


On November 29, from the east coast of Africa, 
I expect to sail from Dar-es-Salaam, in British East 
Africa, to Bombay, India, going thence by rail to 
Madras. The great world missionary conference in 
Madras will be held December 12-30. It is expected 
that 450 delegates from all over the world will be 
in attendance; our own United States with Canada 
will have something like 45 delegates. 

It is well to let one’s mind reflect on what such 
a gathering in Madras really means. Here is the 
positive representation to the Christian and the non- 
Christian world that the church of . Jesus Christ 
exists on every continent and in practically every 
nation under heaven. They are indeed coming from 
the east and the west, from the north and south, 
and they, with us, are indeed spiritual children of 
Abraham. It is coming to pass that men out of. all 
the languages of the nations are taking hold of the 
skirt of One who was a Jew, saying, “We will go 
with you, for we have heard that God is with you.” 
And here in Madras will be a new consultation of 
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those of every language and clime who love the 
Lord and who look to Him as their Saviour. Let us 
pray God that not only to the many lands that here- 
tofore have not known Him, but also to our own 
lands that seeks to share His blessing, there will 
come a new understanding of His power to save and 
to build in the life of nations and men. 

I find this ship a sort of cosmopolitan crossroads. 
Here are Germans and English, Americans and many 
from other distant lands. There is a young German 
from upper New York who, after fifteen years, is 
returning for a few weeks to his native land. He is 
a naturalized American, and he loves our land as 
his own. There is a Britisher who for six years has 
been working down in Honduras, in Central Amer- 
ica; he, too, is returning for a visit to his homeland. 
There is a girl from Australia, and a young Hindu 
from India; an insurance salesman from Toronto, 
and a diamond merchant from Seattle who is on his 
way to Johannesburg in South Africa. A young 
business man from Philadelphia, once a student at 
the University of Pennsylvania, is going over to 
see a bit of the old world; and a bright young Prince- 
ton graduate is on his way through Germany and 
Italy to Siam to serve as a missionary. Another is 
going out to Cairo to give her life as a missionary 
in Egypt. One of my tablemates is a bfight young 
Chinese from Nanking; he and I have been having 
good times discussing in Chinese the current history 
that is unfolding before our eyes. This young fellow 


has just finished his Ph.D. study in Havard, and is 
on his way to Oxford and Cambridge. He isn’t a 
Christian, but is learning about it. His fiancée is a 
student in Mt. Holyoke, Massachusetts, and it is fine 
to see the respect that this young fellow has for 
her faith in the Lord. 

After the Madras Conference, I will return home 
by way of the Orient, visiting our mission work in 
China, Korea, and Japan. At least those are the 
plans. I am expecting to get home in March. 

My young Chinese friend said to me today, 
“America is a very, very fortunate land; her natural 
resources are boundless; she has no serious political 
problems from her neighbors; she is splendidly 
isolated; Canada is her friend, and she has nothing 
to fear from the republics south of her. And,” he 
added, “you Americans are very practical and effi- 
cient.” That is all true of our land, but to those of 
us in it who love the world’s only Lord and 
Saviour, and who seek with Him the spread 
throughout the whole earth of His Kingdom, what 
a challenge all this is to us to use the years and 
decades that are ours in this God-favored land that 
His world might indeed be the kind of place that 
He would have it to be. Let us thank God for our 
share in His program, and let us give ourselves 
more unreservedly to the accomplishment of the 
tasks to which we have with our fathers set our 
hands. 

H. Kerr Taytor, Educational Secretary. 





A Trip Through the Forminiere 
Diamond Mines 


By JAMES L. 


WE HAVE JUST HAD A VISIT FROM Mr. AND Mrs. 
Garner, who are being sent to Africa under the 
auspices of the Harmon Foundation for the purpose 
of taking moving and still pictures of the work being 
carried on by the different Protestant Missions in 
Africa. These pictures are to be made available later 
to different churches to help arouse more interest 
among Christians in foreign missions, as well as to 
inform them as to the actual conditions here. 

It was my privilege to take these friends to the 
Forminiere Diamond Mines, where they were to take 
pictures of the work being done there by the natives. 


*Rev. James L. Jackson is an evangelistic missionary located at 
Luebo, Congo Belge. 
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JACKSON* 


Very few missionaries ever have the privilege of 
actually getting into the mines and into the picking 
station to observe the work that is being carried on. 
They have about forty mines in all. The work is 
not done by tunneling down underneath the ground 
as in mining coal and iron oar, but is done on top 
of the ground. 

Where the prospectors have found diamonds to 
be present, the topsoil is removed by natives with 
shovels, and with streams of water forced through 
large hose pipes at strong pressure. The process is 
called “the removing of the overburden.” A great 
gravel bed is found beneath the “overburden,” about 
ten to fifteen feet beneath the surface of the ground. 
When the gravel bed is reached, the native work- 
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men come with their picks and shovels, fill the 
wheelbarrow from which the gravel is in turn 
emptied into tramcars and pushed by native boys 
to the concentrating machine. There the gravel is 
sifted with the aid of water, the larger pebbles being 
left after close inspection. The smaller gravel is 
oured into heavy cans which slightly resemble 
milk cans, and are hauled by trucks over to the pick- 
ing station. Those gravel beds where diamonds are 
found are always along streams. In the particular 
mine where we were taken, we were told that they 
averaged 8/10 of a carat to the cubic meter of gravel. 
As long as they are able to get as much as 3/10 of 
a carat to the cubic meter, they feel they are still 
able to make a profit. Out of all those forty mines, 
they are said to average 70,000 carats per month. 
After leaving the mine, we were taken to the 
picking station, which is a large building situated 
within an enclosure of heavy wire to keep out 
intruders. The building has heavy doors which are 
kept locked all the time. About 35 natives are em- 
ployed in this building. The heavy cans of gravel 
which come from the mines are labeled to show 
from which mines they come. ‘They are also sealed 
to prevent anyone tampering with them. Each can 
is poured into a large pipe through which the gravel 
is carried into a large machine where the process 
of separation of gravel and diamonds begins. There 
are various and sundry kinds of machines through 
which the gravel passes, where it is mixed with 
water, shaken, sifted, passed over the great magnet 
which removes certain particles, passed over tables 
of grease which shimmy like gelatine, taking hold of 
the diamonds and allowing the gravel to roll off. 
In different sections of the building, natives are seen 
with pans of gravel which have passed through 
different degrees of the process. Long rows of boys 
are seen sitting at tables, bent over pans, picking 
out diamonds. 
Two white men seem to have charge of the native 


force, giving them constant oversight to prevent 
theft. Each native who comes to work must leave 
his village clothes in an outer room, donning a 
standard uniform. When the hour comes to sto 
work, each workman must remove all his clothes, 
be given a shower bath with a large hose under the 
inspection of a white man. Each native is examined 
to see if he has hidden any diamonds around parts 
of his body, in his ears, in his mouth, or elsewhere. 
Each man has his hair closely cut to prevent con- 
cealment of diamonds there. If any man breaks his 
contract and quits work, he is closely watched and 
followed to find out why he quit, who his associates 
are, and whether he has been stealing diamonds for 
sale to illegal buyers. 

We saw scores of diamonds, we saw hundreds of 
diamonds, we saw the man who weighs diamonds 
pick them up by the handfuls and pour them out on 
a table covered with plush cloth, BUT THEY 
WOULDN’T GIVE US EVEN ONE TINY 
DIAMOND! They said they trusted us because 
we were missionaries, but their faith didn’t make 
us any wealthier. We enjoyed the visit, for every- 
one was kind and thoughtful, and I think the 
Garners got some good pictures to help show 
Christian America what the African native is doing 
in the diamond industry. 

The diamonds are not cut here, they are shipped 
to Europe by Parcel Post, where the process con- 
tinues in Antwerp, Amsterdam, and London, as well 
as other places. They tell that 80% of all the 
diamonds mined in the world are used in America. 

In the Forminiere diamond zone, our mission is 
carrying on evangelistic work among the natives, 
but we must get special permission to circulate in 
that zone because of the danger of thievery. 

May we be as faithful in trying to win souls to 
adorn the Kingdom of Christ as these workmen are 
to gain diamonds to adorn the bodies of their 
fellow men. 








THE FOLLOWING IS A LETTER FROM A GRADUATE OF 
the Jennie Speer School for Girls, Kwangju, Korea, 
translated and sent to us by Miss Florence E. Root, 
who has been a teacher in Jennie Speer School. 
What a tribute to our missionaries and to the 
Christian school that did so much for this orphaned 
girl, that her life should shine for the glory of God 
in her service to her own people! This story 
answers the question, “Is it worth while?” 
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Kum Soon Chung 


“IT was born in a well-to-do home, but when I 
was a little girl my father died, and Poke Soonie 
(younger sister) and I had no one to whom to turn 
for help. There was no way to go—we were unfor- 
tunate little children in an evil world, and, when I 
was twelve or thirteen, I was bitter, complaining 
against the world, this cruel world. Then Miss Blank 
(a missionary) came to Korea for the first time and 
saved me from that state, that shadow of death, 
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helping not only in a material way, but bringing 
sympathy and comfort to my spirit. From that time 
on I dried my tears, and with new hope and 
strength I studied and worked to become a real 
person. 

“At first I did not have it in my mind to marry, 
but determined to devote my life to unfortunate 
children; but even yet our Korean society does not 
know how to protect women: not only that—there 
is no such custom as not marrying. Therefore I 
married a man whose ideals and hopes are the same 
as mine, and we decided to do our work together. 
He is now at the Seminary, and I know him to be a 
young man of exceptional faith and zeal. 

“Now—as I think of it—if in God’s providence 
I had never met Miss Blank and her associate in the 
work, I should have fallen into sinful ways, my soul 
would have perished, and my body would have 
been as if bound in chains. Instead, I am enjoying 
this blessed Christian life and home life, and want 
to help others to enjoy it too. Wherever I go, in 


whatever circumstances I may find myself, I have 
determined to be a witness of our Lord Jesus and 
to preach the truth of His salvation, in the hope 
that our Korea, too, may become a people who love 
the Lord,—a Christian nation even as America, With 
that goal before me, I have been teaching a group 
of little children, gathering them into my home in 
this little, isolated village. When the goal will be 
attained is uncertain, and discouragement comes 
often, but as God kept His covenant with Abraham, 
if what I hope for is His will, He will bring it to 
pass, though it be hundreds of years from now, even 
a thousand. So I shall do my best to sow the seed. 

“If one might refer to the work Miss Blank has 
done as having a hundred parts, even though it were 
said that ninety-nine of them were failures, the one 
remaining part in which one soul was saved would 
mean that she had succeeded. Mission work is a 
precious business. And what I have been doing is 
to me also real mission work.” 





A Sun Worshipper Turns to 


the Light of the World 


EIGHTY YEARS OLD, PRACTICALLY BLIND, ALMOST DEAF, 
a worshipper of “O Tento Sama” (the sun) since 
childhood, without hope and without God in the 
world! This is the description of a woman who was 
led into one of our meetings far away in the coun- 
try, some months ago. She had heard vaguely that 
“Christo Sama” was kind, and that He could make 
the blind see and the deaf hear, and she had come 
to ask Him to do as much for her. The missionary 


*Rev. A. P. Hassell, D.D., is an evangelistic missionary stationed 
at Tokushima, Japan. Dr. and Mrs. Hassell have served our Japan 
Mission for twenty-nine years. 
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By A. P. HASSELL* 


placed his lips close to her ear and told her who 
“Christo Sama” is, and why He came into the world, 
and then prayed for her. She placed her hands to- 
gether and reverently bowed her head in the atti- 
tude of prayer. 

Since then we have occasionally visited her. She 
insists that her ears and eyes are much better, and 
says that “Christo Sama” has done great things for 
her. And now she talks about how ungrateful and 
bad she has been all these years, and as she does 
so she breaks down and weeps. “Can Christo Sama 
also do something about that?” 

It is difficult to get the old soul to understand 
that she is not to worship the sun along with 
“Christo Sama.” Whether we can ever get the old 
ideas entirely erased from her mind is doubtful. Of 
course we can’t. But Christ seems to become more 
and more real to her. 

It is comforting to know that it does not require 
great knowledge to be saved, and that it is not the 
greatness of our faith even, but the greatness of our 
Saviour that saves us. I trust that some of you that 
read this will feel the urge to pray for the salvation 
of this woman, whose case seems to most of those 
around her to be utterly hopeless. I am trying to 
believe that I am going to meet her in heaven! 
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ONE RAINY DAY IN APRIL, 1938, WE DROVE INTO THE 
Hull-Dobbs Motor Company, of Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, and traded in our old Ford touring car, 
making a deal for a new black, shiny Delivery 
Wagon V-60, with two folding built-in beds. This 
was the Ford which we expected to take to Africa 
for our visitation work from village to village. 

As we drove out and sped along the smooth 
concrete highways, we wondered if this new home 
on wheels would do as well on the sandy roads of 
Africa. On and on to Nashville, where local papers 
heard of our new car and came to take pictures of 
our house on wheels, with some of the various pieces 
of luggage, such as camp stools, pressure cooker, 
and camp stove, showing underneath the beds. 
This new Ford traveled on to Knoxville for a 
farewell visit to friends, on to Kingsport for some 
more good-byes, and on up through the Virginia 
mountains and over the beautiful Skyline Drive, 
with the lovely dogwood side by side with the 
redbud, the new green of springtime and the dark 
green of the evergreens covering the mountainside. 
On and on the new Ford journeyed, wending its 
way through the heavy traffic of Washington, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia and New York city. 

In New York, on pier number 3 on the New 
Jersey side of the river, an immense crane reached 
down and caught up the shiny car, wrapped in a 
big net, and swung it aboard the big Red Star 


ee 


“Mrs. A. C. McKinnon is an evangelistic missionary stationed at 
Mboi, Belgian Congo, where she and Mr. McKinnon have just taken 
up the work among the Babinda tribe. 
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Going to Africa in a Ford Truck 


By FRANCES WALTON REEVES McKINNON* 


Mr. and Mrs. McKinnon and the Gospel Wagon 





steamer “Pennland.” On one of the lower decks 
this new Ford remained covered with a big tarpaulin, 
so that only the Tennessee license plate stuck out 
to distinguish it from the other two hundred auto- 
mobiles crossing on the same steamer. Upon our 
arrival at Antwerp, Belgium, the big crane again 
swung the car out over the boat, high into the air, 
and lowered it on to the dock, where it was rolled 
into a shed to await the next boat going to Congo. 
Again on May 20, this Ford was swung aboard the 
“Thysville,” this time to have a place on deck, 
though not to see the waves, for it was made fast 
and then covered again with a tarpaulin for the 
last ocean voyage of twenty days to Matadi. The 
next lap of the journey was a train trip of one day 
from Matadi up to Leopoldville on a flat car. 

We had hoped to put the Ford in service here 
and drive the rest of the way into the interior, but 
upon inquiry we found the old road in bad con- 
dition, with long stretches of sand and washed-out 
places, almost impossible to drive through, and the 
new road still under construction. Thus, while we 
went up the Congo and Kasai Rivers on a passenger 
boat, the Ford had to remain behind for a barge 
on a freight boat, which slowly crept up the river 
during this dry season when the water is low and 
many sand bars appear. At last the Ford arrived 
in Port Francqui, completing its journey by water. 
With the beds folded close to the sides and the back 
filled with an assortment of trunks, bags, water jugs, 
lunch boxes, etc., Mr. McKinnon drove from there 
to Luebo and on to our home in Mboi. Home at 
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last! The Ford had arrived on July 8 after a journey 
of more than 10,000 miles. 

What a welcome we received as we drove in! 
From the Hobsons, from our native boys and friends 
who had come from Luebo and Lubondai to help 
us build up this new work among the Babinda tribe. 
The welcome was for us and for the shiny new 
car which had arrived without a scratch—the new 
Gospel Wagon which was to carry the Good News 
from village to village. 

We are now taking our first itineration in this 
car. How thankful we are to our Heavenly Father 
that He and His helpers have made this car a reality, 
so that we can visit our evangelists, can encourage 
and strengthen their faith in the work, can help 
them by testing the new candidates for baptism, 
also test those in the school ready to go into higher 
classes, can sit around a campfire at night to sing 
the gospel hymns and tell the Old, Old Story, and 
can visit in the homes of those who are strangers 
to Jesus, our Saviour. After a good night’s sleep 


in this “Pullman” we arrive refreshed and full of 
strength for a new day. With us are the native 
pastor, elder, organist, and other helpers, who are 
also transported in this delivery wagon with their 
possessions, so that together we work to help these 
people to a fuller understanding of everlasting life. 

An added attraction—the bright shiny black paint 
on the sides of the car becomes two large mirrors 
to which men, women and children come to see 
themselves, some for the first time, as their images 
are reflected back from this imitation mirror. The 
children prance, the women grin and show their 
babies in arms their reflections, and the men twist 
their beards very solemnly. 

This car makes it possible for us to sow the seeds 
in many places, to visit many people, instead of 
remaining in one place to minister to only one small 
group of people. May our Heavenly Father use us, 
as we travel up and down this land in this Gospel 
Wagon, to advance His Kingdom here in this part 
of Africa. 





The Challenge of Japan 


By A MISSIONARY 


IT WAS DURING THE “MANCHURIAN INCIDENT,” WHICH 
took place a few years ago. A man representing 
one of the Peace Commissions sent out from Amer- 
ica asked one of the leading ministers of the Church 
of Christ in Japan (Presbyterian), why Japan was 
doing what she was in Manchuria. The minister 
replied, “Because the Government is pagan.” The 
present “incident” is due to the same thing. A pagan 
government knows but one way of getting what it 
wants when resisted, and that is by force. Why is it 
that even Christian people cannot realize this? At 
the same time it is only people with a Christian 
outlook who can see that war rarely settles any- 
thing without leaving a train of wrongs in its wake. 

It is not my purpose to try to defend Japan. One 
has but to accept a good Buddhist maxim and all 
can be readily understood. “Circumstances alter 
cases.” Maybe that saying is not confined to 
Buddhism, but it is one of the main pillars in the 
religion that has dominated the minds of Japan for 
centuries. There is no absolute truth; all is relative. 
It is impossible to take a set of facts of one age, no 
matter how plausible, and apply their conclusions 
to another age. The continual adjustment of prac- 
tice to circumstances leads to the inconsistencies that 
would be glaring but for the fact that every 
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“incident” must be interpreted in the light of itself 
and its own circumstances at the time. You can see 
very plainly what becomes of contracts and agree- 
ments. Or, in the realm of religion, what was 
counted as sin yesterday may not be sin today or 
in another locality. The circumstances have been 
altered. It is said that most of the leading men of 
my city keep concubines, and I have not heard it 
denied, rather affirmed. Well, you see it is the 
custom in this city and a man must not lose caste! 
Is there any outcry against public prostitution in 
this prefecture? Why no! Rather the opposite. 
You can readily understand that that would cut off 
a fine and all but necessary source of revenue for 
the government! 

I was talking to a middle-school teacher about a 
sect of Buddhism which has been a power in the 
Empire. A sect or two sects established by Honen 
and Shinran on the idea that unquestioned depend- 
ence on the Amida (Divine Spirit over all) 1s the 
best way to attain peace. I was asking the teacher 
where such an idea arose since it was not found in 
original Buddhism. He answered that the adherents 
believed that there had been Sutras left by the first 
Buddha which contained those ideas. I said that 
there is no trace of any such thing either in India, 
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Typical country scene in Japan, showing terraced hillsides 


China, or Japan previous to Honen and Shinran. 
He answered, “Believe it on faith,” and used the 
English word. 

Apply that doctrine to everyday life and it takes 
very little imagination to see where it will lead. 
The divine origin of the people, the divine com- 
mission to the reigning house, the allegiance owed 
to the reigning house need not be. authorized b 
historical documents. It is all established by the 
authorities who under the circumstances do that 
which is best for all concerned. And who is there 
to doubt, since it is all divinely established? 

The challenge which Japan throws out is not her 
armies and her navies and her apparent determination 
torule Asia. The gauntlet she throws down is the re- 
ligion she professes. Is there a God to whom all are 
responsible? Is it true that we must all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ? Have we an authori- 
tative revelation in Holy Scriptures? And is it pos- 
sible to say “thus saith the Lord”? The prevailing 
philosophy of the East answers, No. The Saviour 
of the world, Himself from the East, answered, Yes. 


In Japan you have this negative philosophy in 
control of a people who are united, aggressive, 
proud, and independent. You have but to read of 
their achievements to see how in less than a century 
they have put off the old garments of a hermit 
nation and are draped in all the paraphenalia of a 
modern nation, even to sword and pistol. The heart 
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of a few has been changed, and I could tell you 
of them, but they are so few. I wish to challenge 
you with the challenge of Japan to come over to 
this battle field of Christ against a negative philos- 
ophy dressed up in modern style. 

It is no wonder that many of the younger mis- 
sionaries have given up and gone home. Education? 
The Japanese are doing it. Social service? Kagawa 
is setting the pace. Hospitals, orphans’ homes and 
homes for the aged? The Japanese had but to see 
the example of others to establish them. Leadership? 
How the spirit of the young missionary has been 
dampened! The nation is running over with leaders, 
and it is only by the rigidly enforced system of 
superior and inferior that the thing is held together 
in church and state. A church? Yes, several of 
them, and self-supporting, with life enough in them 
to split. The fast-growing Holiness Church split 
about seven years ago over the question of the 
Lord’s return and the use of a new translation of 
the New Testament. The growing Salvation Army, 
with its own National Commissioner, split over the 
question of foreign support. Many a missionary 
has lost heart over the self-sufficiency of the na- 
tional clergy. “We can do it” is the motto of the 
whole nation. And it is interesting to see how they 
do it, in spite of mortgage, debt, and lack of 
natural resources. The same spirit prevails, whether 
building automobiles, conquering China, or taking 
over the work of the missions. 
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But the challenge today is to keep this negative 
hilosophy from dominating the church. As you 
lucia the shrine question is a very delicate one, 
and they use the English word, pronouncing it 
“derikebto.” The leaders of the church get together 
and say, why of course we cannot have religious 
attendance on the shrines, but moral attendance is 
all right. (The word attendance is used to mean 
the ceremony of going to the shrines.) When you 
ask what is the difference, you are reminded that, 
not being a Japanese, you could not understand. 
In other words, not being raised on the philosophy 
that “circumstances alter cases,” it would be impos- 
sible to see the difference between moral and 
religious ceremonial attendance. Of course “hai 
suru” means only reverence but “rei hai suru” means 
worship. The Christians “rei hai suru” God, but 
only “hai suru” the ancestors at the shrines. It was 
interesting to visit a school back in the mountains 
and see notices that on certain days they would 
“rei hai suru” the Imperial Palace. When I asked 


the local minister what he was going to do with 
that, the answer was that that was a school and not 
a church. I tell you you have to live amidst it to 
realize the subtlety of it all. 

But we are commissioned to tell them of the 
Christ who came to save them. To tell them of the 
Absolute God who has provided for us a sure salva- 
tion, delivered under the promises which do not 
change with the changing seasons. If there are still 
young men and young women in our Church who 
are willing to tackle a hard job against as subtle a 
philosophy as ever challenged every mental faculty 
and spiritual resource, I ask you to try Japan. There 
are not the bandits of China, or the heat of India, 
or the stark want of Africa to add romance to your 
hardships. I offer-you but the trial of mind with 
mind and spirit with spirit. An appeal to a proud 
people to become humble. A call to self-sufficiency 
to turn in simple trust to the Lord Jesus Christ. An 
effort to present the gospel of salvation to a whole 
people that by the grace of God we may save some. 


Here and There 


The Spirit of Some Chinese Pastors. “Just as the 
Rev. Arthur Wu was finishing his sermon, we could 
hear the sound of planes. One or two of the old 
ladies looked as if they wanted to get up and grab 
Arthur by the sleeve to tell him about it, but they 
restrained themselves, and he went on very uncon- 
cernedly to the end. Rev. Robin Chen said that 
before the singing of the next hymn and taking the 
offering, he wanted to tell us a story. The planes 
sounded right above our heads and people looked a 
bit white, but he went on to tell us about the group 
of Christians on board the Titanic when it was 
sinking; how they had prayed together and had 
sung, and that the last thing that was heard as the 
ship sank, was the sound of the hymns. ‘The sweet- 
ness of their singing echoes down to us’ he said, ‘for 
during those last terrible moments they could still 
worship and praise God.’ Then, without a word 
about air planes he announced the hymn. Everyone 
stood up and sang, not knowing of course when 
we would hear the awful thud and shaking, but 
when the hymn was over, there was silence. The 
plane—we found out afterwards there was only 
one—had passed us by, and we were able to finish 
the service with thankful hearts.” 





Faithful in the Face of Danger. An elderly Chinese 
Bible woman, Mrs. Tsiang, fled from Soochow to 
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the country with her daughter, on account of the 
war. Just before the Japanese army entered 
Soochow, she insisted on returning to that city to 
retrieve some account books for her church work. 
She had been treasurer of her missionary society, 
and she declared that she couldn’t face her fellow 
church members if she had been so unfaithful as to 
lose these books. At great risk to her life, she went 
back, getting on an old bus which stopped some- 
times so that she and her daughter had to get out 
in the rain and push. Later, on a boat journey, she 
bravely protected two Chinese girls from some 
Japanese soldiers. On arrival in Shanghai, she came 
to her church office to deliver money contributed 
many months previously, that was to be sent abroad 
for the missionary work of her church in Africa. 





The Effect of the Example of Christians on non- 
Christians. “One day one of the cabinet ministers 
in the Government, a man who is a non-Christian, 
remarked that he was studying the Bible. Someone 
asked him, ‘Are you a Christian?’ ‘No,’ he replied, 
‘but I see that the people in the country who are 
the most self-sacrificing are the Christians, there- 
fore there must be something in Christianity.’ An- 
other story comes from a different source. An 
official was visiting a well-run refugee camp which 
occupies part of the premises of the Methodist Girls 
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School in Hanyang. An air-raid alarm was sounded 
while he was there. The girls went down to their 
basement shelter in perfect order and quietness. 
When he was leaving the school, this official said: 
‘Hitherto I’ve always opposed Christianity. But what 
| have seen today of your camp and your quiet 
order in time of danger has absolutely changed me. 
[ want to know more of Christianity.’ In both these 
stories it was the life and witness of Chinese 
Christians.” 





Christian Brotherhood. “It is noticeable when a 
Japanese Christian soldier comes to our church (for 
we are practically living in the midst of an armed 
camp, and from time to time have such a visitor). 
The words ‘I am also a Christian’ banish at once 
the expression of strain and apprehension on the 
faces of our people. Last Sunday an English- 
speaking soldier came—a man who is a graduate of 
an engineering college in his own country and is a 
teacher of a Sunday-school class of high-school 
boys—now a private soldier in the transportation 
corps. ‘What a pity! What a waste!’ said one of 
our young teachers when she heard who and what 
he was. The man had a talk with Pastor Huo and, 
in leaving, since he was about to go to the front, 


he asked for a verse from the Chinese Bible, with 
Mr. Huo’s autograph, to carry in his cap. The verse 
Mr. Huo gave him was this: ‘Where there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, 
but Christ is all in all.’ ” 


—Exchange. 





Why Should Missionaries Return to Korea? Be- 
cause, the Koreans and the whole Japanese Empire 
never needed Christianity more than they do now, 
only the gospel can save them, and our call is to 
carry it to them under whatever conditions may 
be imposed on the work. Again, the people cer- 
tainly have not repudiated us; they have made it 
plain wherever they could do so that they want: 
and need us. There is still the opportunity in the 
medical work; all of the hospitals in the mission 
which had foreign doctors in charge did the biggest 
medical work in their history last year. There are 
still many ways for contacts with the people. 
Whether we can itinerate and hold Bible classes 
we do not know; if we cannot, we shall have to 
find other means of carrying on. And finally, this 
present condition cannot last; when it changes and 
the doors are again opened, to those who are there 
will come the opportunity. 
—A Missionary. 


Happy Birthday to You! 


1—Miss Lena Fontaine, Korea. 

2—Rev. W. F. Bull, Korea. 

3—Mrs. Langdon M. Henderlite, Brazil. 

3—Mrs. J. C. Crane, Korea. 

3—Rev. Edward E. Lane, Brazil. 

3—Rev. H. L. Ross, Mexico. 

3—Mrs. J. I. Paisley, Korea. 

4—Mrs. A. R. Craig, China. 

4—Dr. J. T. Smith, Africa. 

5—Miss Ida M. Black, Africa. 

7—Rev. L. C. M. Smythe, Japan. 

8—Rev. William A. Linton, Korea. 

8—Mrs. J. B. Woods, China. 

8—Mrs. Felix B. Welton, China. 

g—Miss Lillian Austin, Korea. 

g—Mrs. Louis C. Brand, Korea. 

g—Rev. W. H. Hudson, China. 

g—Rev. John P. Minter, China. 

g—Mrs. H. H. Munroe, Japan. 

9—Mrs. Henry M. Woods, China. (Retired in 
U. S., address 5 S. Oxford Ave., Ventnor, 
N. J.) 

February 10-—Miss Susanne Colton, Korea. 

February 10—Rev. L. I. Moffett, China. 

February 12—Mrs. L. T. Newland, Korea. 

February 13—Rev. J. R. Woodson, Brazil. 

February 13—Miss Mary B. Crawford, Africa. 

February 14—Dr. J. McL. Rogers, Korea. 

February 14—Rev. H. M. Washburn, Africa. 


February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
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February 15—Dr. Felix B. Welton, China. 

February 16—Miss Lucy Grier, China. 

February 17—Mrs. H. S. Allyn, Brazil (retired). Address 
care of Lyman Allyn, Agencia do Pan Air, 
Avenue Rio Branka, Rio Janeiro, Brazil. 

February 20—Mrs. S. M. Erickson, Japan. 

February 21—Mrs. E. H. Hamilton, China. 

February 21—Rev. L. O. McCutchen, Korea. 

February 21—Mrs. M. P. Young, China. 

February 22—Mrs. Lacy L. Little, China. 

February 23—Mrs. Lloyd K. Boggs, Korea. 

February 24—Mrs. A. H. Miller, Africa. 

February 25—Miss Mary Lee Sloan, China. 

February 25—Rev. J. C. Crane, Korea. 

February 25—Rev. F. W. Price, China. 

February 26—Rev. A. L. Davis, Brazil. 

February 26—Rev. C. H. Smith, China. 

February 28—Miss Virginia Allen, Africa. 

February 28—Mrs. Vernon A. Crawford, Japan. 


Note:—A birthday card with signature only and unsealed, bear- 
ing a 1% cent stamp, may be mailed to any of the above, to the 
address which appears in the back of every other issue of this maga- 
zine. Star before missionary’s name indicates ‘‘on furlough.” ' The 
home address will be supplied by the Educational Department, Box 
330, Nashville, Tennessee, on request. If cards are sealed, regular 
first-class postage must be paid—s5 cents to Africa, China, Japan and 
Korea; 3 cents to Mexico and Brazil. 
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Missionary Arrivals and Departures 


ARRIVALS 
From Korea on regular furlough— 
Rev. and Mrs. J. C. Crane 


Miss Janet Crane 
Dr. and Mrs. J. M. Rogers 


DEPARTURES 
To China— 
Rev. and Mrs. L. I. Moffett 
Dr. and Mrs. P. Kenneth Gieser 
Rev. and Mrs. R. P. Richardson 
Miss Mary McCown 


Miss Grace Farr 
Miss Lois Young 
Miss Rebecca Wilson 
Rev. Frank W. Price 
Rev. A. A. Talbot 
Miss Josephine U. Woods 
Miss Hazel Matthes 

To Korea— 
Rev. and Mrs. E. T. Boyer 
Rev. and Mrs. D. J. Cumming 
Rev. and Mrs. J. F. Preston 
Miss Florence Root 





The four Price brothers, sons of Dr. and Mrs. P. Frank Price 
of Nanking, China. This picture was taken at Montreat, North 
Carolina, August 1938. This was the first time in fifteen years 
that these four brothers had been together. Reading from left 
to right: Dr. Julian, practicing his profession in Florence, 
S. C.; Dr. Philip, on the faculty of the Cheloo Medical School, 
Tsinanfu, China; Dr. Harry, Dean of the College of Public 
Affairs, Yenching University, Peiping, China; and Dr. Frank 
W., a member of the faculty of Nanking Theological Seminary 





“The Presbyterian Doctrinal Mission” 


By DORSEY D. ELLIS* 


WITH THE FEELING THAT WE PRESBYTERIANS HAVE 
something worth giving the public, and with the 
realization of the long neglect in giving it to them, 
the session of the church at Sikeston, Missouri, set 
aside a week for emphasis upon Presbyterian doc- 
trines. This week of special emphasis upon our 
beliefs was designated, “The Presbyterian Doctrinal 
Mission.” 

We wanted these doctrines presented earnestly 
and dogmatically, and yet in such a Way as not to 
offend people holding to other denominational be- 
liefs. We wanted them presented by men who knew 
them, men who believed them without mental re- 
servation, and men who understood their spiritual 
significance. Five such men were selected and in- 


*Rev. Dorsey D. Ellis is pastor at Sikeston, Missouri. 


604 


vited to come to Sikeston and present the respective 
doctrines on successive nights, October 3-7. 

The doctrines that were discussed, and the men 
who discussed them are as follows: 

“The Sovereignty of God,” by Rev. Wayne W. 
Gray, pastor of the Caruthersville Presbyterian 
Church; “Predestination,” by Rev. C. H. Morton, 
D.D., pastor of the Cape Girardeau Church; “Sin and 
Salvation,” by Rev. Geo. O. Nichols, D.D., pastor 
of the Poplar Bluff Presbyterian Church (U. S. A.); 
“Justification, Sanctification, and Final Persever- 
ance,” by Rev. Roland Sims, pastor of the Farm- 
ington Church. “Calvinism, Historically Con- 
sidered,” by Rev. Wm. Crowe, D.D., pastor of the 
Westminister Presbyterian Church, St. Louis. On 
one evening the superintendent of the Sikeston 
schools (himself not a Presbyterian), appeared on 
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the platform and briefly told of the contribution 
the Presbyterians have made to our present public- 
school system. 

The results were that the people of the local 
church were given an opportunity that heretofore 
has been given only to students of theological semi- 
naries. Dead doctrines were made to live, by men 
who could make them live. The people were given 
a new appreciation of the beliefs of our great 
Church. 

People attended the mission in increasing num- 
bers. The members of the local church constituted 
only a part of the attendance. People of every de- 
nomination were in attendance, and there were dele- 
gations from neighboring towns every night. The 
mission was brought to a grand climax on Friday, 
with a marvelous address by Dr. Wm. Crowe, with 


a filled house and representations from at least five 
neighboring towns, 

Favorable reports on the mission are coming in 
from every direction. Dr. Crowe expressed his 
opinion of it in the following language: “It is the 
most up-to-date movement in the Church. In this 
month’s Atlantic Monthly, a completely secular 
magazine, appears an article entitled, ‘More Dogma, 
Please,’ in which the author states that the great 
need of the Protestant church today is of more 
emphasis upon doctrine. That is just the need that 
this church is far-sighted enough to meet by this 
Doctrinal Mission.” 

I heartily recommend “The Presbyterian Doc- 
trinal Mission” to other churches, with the earnest 
hope that they will take it up, and that such missions 
will be held throughout the denomination. 





Seventeenth Street Mission 


By DAY CARPER* 


THEY CALLED IT “HELL’s Bottom.” IT Is A SLUM 
section, pocketed away in a deep valley between 
two hills in the city of Richmond. To the east is 
Church Hill, once the fashionable residential section; 
modern Richmond spreads northward and west- 
ward. And, in between the old and new Rich- 
mond, is Seventeenth Street, a forgotten area where 
the unwanted and undesirables drift, an area to be 
found in every city, but which civic endorsements 
never mention. 

Seventeenth Street, so writes an observer of 
twenty years ago, “was apparently designed by 
God as a territory for missionary activity.” In its 
history as a slum section, Seventeenth Street has 
withstood wave after wave of clean-up campaigns. 
The section, peopled by Negroes, has been fed by 
the vagrant, the shiftless, the down-and-outers who 
create a nation-wide problem as they drift from city 
to city in search of easy wages and tolerable living 
conditions. 

Seventeenth Street is no worse than a hundred 
other such sections in various cities—and certainly 
no better. The housing conditions were and are 
wretched. Families, sometimes not one but several, 
live in a single room, men and women living in 
unbelievable squalor, disease, poverty, and moral 
decadence. Ragged, undernourished children roamed 


_ "Mr. Carper, a student at Union Theological Seminary, is Super- 
— of the work at the Seventeenth St. Mission, Richmond, 
Irginia. 
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The Seventeenth Street Mission Sunday School 


the streets like “wild children” of more publicized 
social problem areas, landing ultimately with pre- 
dictable certainty in the juvenile courts, jails, and 
convict camps. 
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A group of the teachers 


Halfway down Seventeenth Street stands the 
mission building. For twenty-seven years the 
Seventeenth Street Mission has been responsible for 
bringing these modern, economic serfs into hand- 
to-hand touch with the redeeming gospel of Christ. 

Beginning with twelve children as pupils from a 
district where there were eight hundred, three stu- 
dents from Union Theological Seminary in 1911 
opened the’ Seventeenth Street Mission in an aban- 
doned church. Since that time a bridge has been 
built over the Seventeenth Street bottom, connecting 


Church Hill and the newer part of the city. 
Richmonders need never go slumming at all. But 
the mission’s doors are still opened to the poor and 
wretched, the homeless and forgotten of our prob- 


lem race. The mission still reaches out with its 
friendly hand into every corner of a pitiable area. 

Today the work of the mission has extended to 
the whole of the Seventeenth Street district in such 
a manner that its influence is very apparent. Work- 
ing in close contact with the churches of Rich- 
mond, both white and colored, every attempt is 
made to bring spiritual and social help to the street. 
Sunday school, prayer meeting, and preaching serv- 
ices are held weekly. Bible schools are conducted 
during the summer months. The work is under the 
direction of a paid director, usually a student from 
Union Theological Seminary, with the help of a 
corps of teachers from the Presbyterian churches 
of Richmond. 

Home contacts are gained by students from 
Union Theological Seminary and the General As- 
sembly’s Training School, who each Monday after- 
noon make regular visits in the district. The essential 
purpose of the weekly house-to-house visitation has 
ever been to assist the people spiritually, for devo- 
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tional services are held in about fifty or sixty homes 
each week. In addition, the visitors supplement the 
efforts of those who conduct the mission services, 
as they attempt to interest the people in attendance 
on these services. 

These visitors to Seventeenth Street are also 
unofficial welfare workers, since they report cases 
of need to the Board of Social Welfare. 

The mission chapel was built by the Presbyterians 
of Richmond and is supported by their individual 
gifts and a monthly appropriation from the General 
Assembly’s Home Mission Committee. Transporta- 
tion for the teachers and other workers is supplied 
by the unselfish loan of cars and by a station wagon, 
a generous gift of an elder in one of the Richmond 
churches. His dream and gifts have largely made 
the mission possible. 

Noteworthy, too, is the reading room, which for 
the past two years the young people of Ginter Park 
Presbyterian Church have provided and operated. 

The design has never been to establish a church. 
The district is too poor to support one and the 
population is too shifting. Rather, through the 
years, tens and hundreds of children and young 
people, with some adults, have been trained in the 
knowledge and love of Christ. And as economic 
conditions improve for different ones, making it 
possible for them to move into better sections, they 
have carried this Christian influence and training 
with them. 

The Seventeenth Street Mission sows seeds from 
the bottom upward. It leavens the Negro life of 
the whole city, converting a one-time crime center 
into an influence for good. A visit to the neigh- 
borhood reveals the leaven working in the immediate 
community also. 
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By J. K. COIT* 


our greatest national peril is spiritual illiteracy, and our 
greatest crime the spiritual neglect of childhood; 


the greatest harvest of souls is always gathered between 
the ages of ten and eighteen, and the gathering of this 
harvest is the only task worthwhile; 


the discovery and development of fine human material 
is the greatest work in which any man can engage,— 
and further, 


the Anglo-Saxon race is today the greatest agency in 
the evangelization of the world, and now exists in great- 
est purity and density among our southern moun- 
tains; 


this constitutes one of the greatest untapped reservoirs 
of spiritual power in existence; 


surely any enterprise that is gathering the youth of 
these mountains, leading them to Christ, and training 
them for His service, is a task of supreme importance 
and one in which I want a share. 


then, I can do my part to avert this peril, to avoid this 
crime, and to engage in this glorious and constructive 
enterprise, what wait I for? 


TODAY I will begin by praying and giving both joyously and 


generously. 


*Rev. J. K. Coit, D.D., is Vice-President of Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School, Rabun Gap, Georgia. 
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The Bible in the Mexican Home 
Mission Work 


By G. A. WALLS* 


THE MEXICAN WORK IS CONDUCTED IN SPANISH, 
using Spanish literature in almost every case. Even- 
tually we will use more English literature, but at 
present it is out of the question, especially with the 
older people. The Bible is used more in the average 
Mexican church than in the American church. The 
ministers quote the Bible more, and the Book is read 
more than in the average American home. It is for 
this reason that the work of the American Bible 
Society is so vital and has always. been associated 
with the pioneer events in evangelising the Spanish- 
speaking people. 

Recently an interesting campaign was conducted 
to distribute as many Bibles as possible, using the 
church members as the workers. Emphasizing first 
that each member should have his own Bible and 
take his Bible to church, and second that each 
member should try to sell at least one Bible during 
the year. Rev. J. J. Morgan and Mr. H. T. Marro- 
quin, from Mexico City, and the author traveled 
2000 miles and visited about ten places where inter- 
denominational meetings were conducted. In each 
city a Bible committee was organized, and the dis- 
tribution of the Bible entrusted to this group. There 


*Rev. G. A. Walls is Director of the Mexican Presbyterian Center, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 


has been wonderful response to this work. The son 
of a Presbyterian minister, a college graduate, is 
giving all of his spare time in the distribution of the 
Bible, in his district. He is enjoying this work a 
great deal, as a very determined effort is being made 
to carry the gospel into each home in Texas. Mr. 
Marroquin, secretary of the American Bible Society 
in Mexico, is an elder in our Presbyterian church 
and a product of the home-mission work in Texas. 
His gracious Christian personality has made for him 
thousands of friends who eagerly attended these 
meetings and were very attentive, hearing his 
message of the romance involved in the distribution 
of the Bible among these Mexican people. 


While we enjoyed and rejoiced in the increased 
interest in the reading of the Bible and its distribu- 
tion, we realize the great need we have, in our home- 
mission work, of Bible conferences for Mexican peo- 
ple where they may gather to study the Book which 
is so dear to the Christian people. This is a great 
need which is hampering the development of native 
literature. We are anxious to have the Christian 
fellowship, as the average young people’s group has 
the opportunity in the summer conferences of Bible 
study and the instruction in the use of the Book 
which is the center of our teaching and belief. 


One of the large group of Mexican people hearing the romance of Bible distribution 
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The Big Cypress Legend 


By OSCAR GARDNER* 


THE EVENING SUN WAS JUST ABOVE THE TALL PINES 
when the tired band of Choctaw Indians came to 
the beautiful Mountain Fork River. For days they 
had been slowly wending their way from the old 
home in Mississippi. The journey had been long 
and crowded with hardships. Along the trail were 
many unmarked graves of loved ones whose 
strength was not equal to the long march. For 
generations they had lived in Mississippi, but their 
lands had been bought by the White Man and they 
must move on to an unknown land. Already, the 
white man’s ax was cutting down the trees of their 
ancient hunting grounds and his plow turning up 
the bones of their dead. They never mentioned their 
wrongs nor discussed their suffering, but the hard- 
ships were written on their hearts. In later years 
they spoke of the removal from Mississippi as “The 
Trail of Tears.” 

They waded into the clear, sparkling, blue waters 
of the Mountain Fork River. The beauty of the 
scene and the music of the laughing waters filled 
them with new strength. Soon many campfires were 
leaping in the gathering darkness. The Choctaws 
were preparing the evening meal. 

After the evening meal they slowly assembled 
around a large fire near the center of their camp. 
Soon the chief of the band arose, and after a few 
remarks they began singing. Everything in the 
woods paused to hear this strange tune. It was not 
an Indian war song nor a lament, but they sang in 
their native tongue an old hymn of the Christian 
Church. After several hymns and prayers were 
offered, plans for the next day were announced. 
Then the group was dismissed with a hymn, but 
the Choctaws remained seated around the fire. 

The insects began a gay welcome serenade for 
the strangers. Wise old owls laughed and scolded 
the Choctaws for bringing fire into the woods. The 
frogs along the river joined in a great symphony. 
The Indians remained motionless around the fire. 

There came a gentle hush over the entire scene. 


*Rev. Oscar Gardner is pastor of St. Matthew’s Church at Broken 
Bow, Oklahoma. 


Every voice was 
silent. The soft 
summer breeze 
spoke in muffled 
whispers among 
thetree tops. The 
last flickerin 
flames of the fire 
lighted the faces 
of the Choctaws. 
Then there came 
a voice like the 
whispering of 
many waters 
from the lofty 
branches of the 
tall cypress, say- 
ing: 

“Tam the Great 
Spirit. You have 
come over a long 
trail, but no 
words of complaint have escaped your lips. Let the 
Choctaw never speak of nor look back over this sad 
journey. This is your new home. You must build 
cabins and live happily in this land. I will be with 
you, and, as a monument to the courage and forti- 
tude of your people on this long trail, this cypress 
shall become the largest tree between the mountains 
toward the Rising and Setting Suns. The Great 
Spirit has spoken.” 

After a brief pause, all Nature united in its 
nocturnal music. The Choctaws arose and went 
silently to their camps. The long journey was over. 


Oscar Gardner 


Author’s Note: The first missionaries came to the Choc- 
taws in Mississippi in 1818 and 1819. The majority of the 
Choctaws came west between 1830 and 1840. There came a 
band of Choctaw converts over “The Trail of Tears” who 
held their Christian services en route. It is agreed that the 
first prayer meeting in their new home, Oklahoma, was held 4 
on the west bank of the Mountain Fork River beside the 
Big Cypress. This legend was told me by Edmond Gardner 
who took a delight in preserving the old tales. This data 
will help to clear some of the misty points. 





Church-Wide Observance 
study book, Star in the East, by C. Darby Fulton, 
as well as a pageant entitled, “Star in the East,” by 
Mrs. Louise Evans Simril. This may be ordered from 
the Educational Department, Foreign Mission Com- 
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(Continued from page 594) 
mittee, Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. (Price 15 cents.) 
A folder: “A Call to Prayer,” giving suggestions 
for these prayer meetings, will be sent to Men-of- 
the-Church, woman’s auxiliaries, and young pecple. 
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Work for the Colored People 


Charleston Presbyterial 


AT THE NINTH MEETING OF THE CHARLESTON PRESBY- 
terial Auxiliary, held at Rockville, S. C., on April 
1, 1915, Mrs. Motte Martin of Africa made an 
eloquent appeal for our own colored people. As a 
result of this meeting and conferences held after- 
wards, Mrs. Alexander Sprunt, Sr., was elected chair- 
man of a committee to secure aid for the colored 
people in the Charleston Presbyterial. Through this 
committee an overture was made to presbytery and 
Reverend W. A. Young was secured to carry on 
missionary work on the sea islands. Later the 
presbyterial’s work was carried on by Sarah Gray, 
widow of a Presbyterian minister of the colored 
church on Johns Island. Under the able guidance 
of Mrs. Sprunt, Sarah Gray carried on the work 
until 1933. 

When the work was carried on by the single 
missionary, classes were held for a month at a time 
on each of the islands, James, Johns, Wadmalaw, 
and Edisto. Realizing that the work could be more 
profitable if continued throughout the entire year 
in each field, the presbyterial, in 1933, secured a 


*Mrs. George R. Lunz is Historian of the Woman’s Auxiliary of 
Charleston Presbytery. 


By MINNIE L. LUNZ* 


worker for each island and for Mt. Pleasant. The 
women in charge of these five fields have been 
trained at the Synodical Christian Conference for 
Negro Women. They receive only five dollars a 
month to pay for transportation to and from their 
classes. Even so, this requires three hundred dollars 
per year. 

Charleston Presbyterial is endeavoring to do mis- 
sionary work for the Negroes at her door through 
trained women of their own race. One worker has 
three classes, with an enrollment of over 100. The 
children are taught verses, passages, and whole 
chapters in the Bible. The girls are taught to sew, 
making more than 4oo articles last year. The 
auxiliaries send boxes of scraps, thread, material, and 
old clothes for this work. 


Mount Pleasant lost a splendid worker when 
Venus Murray and her Methodist preacher husband 
were transferred to McClellanville, but McClellan- 
ville has gained, for Venus immediately organized 
two classes there. She was anxious to continue 
under the presbyterial support but, although this 
was impossible for lack of funds, she has gone 
ahead without help, for she finds joy in her work. 





Today’s Choctaw Indians 


By TREASURE JAMES* 


How bo YoU PICTURE THE OKLAHOMA INDIAN TODAY? 
Do you confuse him with the story-book Indian, 
and imagine him as living in a wigwam, wearing a 
blanket, and dashing over the prairie, riding bare- 
back? Or, do you think of him as living in an 
environment somewhat like your own? If so, you 
are misinformed in both instances. Let me tell you 
something of the Choctaw Indian today. 

Here is an eleven-year-old boy who lives with 
his father, mother, and five brothers and sisters in 
a two-room cabin far up Winding Stair. Their 
water supply comes from a spring near the house 
or from a neighbor’s well half a mile down the 
mountain. Although the boy has the traditional 
Indian reserve, you would not need a very long 


*Mrs. Grady James is the wife of the Pastor at Talihina, Okla. 
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acquaintance to discover that he is above the aver- 
age in intelligence, and eager for a chance to learn. 
He walks half a mile to catch a big yellow bus, then 
rides five miles to a school in a small community 
famed mostly for drinking and brawling. 

Seven-year-old Iva has a round little brown face 
framed in straight black hair. She is always smiling 
and her black eyes have a shy twinkle, as if she 
knew a secret and most delightful joke on every 
one else. But seeing the one-room shack where she 
lives one would wonder if she is not often cold 
and hungry; and, counting the number of illegi- 
timate babies in the community, one would tremble 
for her future. 

What chance have these and hundreds of others 
like them unless we give to them the gospel? 

More than fifty years ago one of the early 
Presbyterian missionaries preached in the Kiamichi 
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Valley. Several flourishing Indian churches came 
into being, but all except one have languished and 
died for lack of leadership. Now the grandchildren 
of those early devout Choctaws are in danger of 
rowing up to lives of ignorance and godlessness. 
If our Presbyterian Church is to carry on the 
heritage of the past, we must win the trust of these 


boys and girls, we must give them wholesome 
recreation, we must help them take advantage of 
every opportunity for education, and we must show 
them the way of life through Jesus Christ. God 
has richly blessed the work that has been done in 
the past. What will be our response to today’s 
opportunity and challenge? - 
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Negro Bible School, Thomasville, Georgia 


Our Ninth Annual Bible School 


By R. D. ROULHAC* 


Tue NintH ANNUAL SESSION OF THE “ALL BIBLE 
School” of the Second Presbyterian Church opened 
June 20 and continued for three weeks. The school 
met each day, Monday through Friday, from 9:00 
to 11:30 A. M. 

The Pastor had spent much time in prayer and 
preparation for a successful session. Five ladies from 
the First (White) Presbyterian Church (Rev. R. T. 
Gillespie, pastor) assisted. Two of them, Mrs. D. 
McIntosh and Miss K. Patterson, rendered full-time 
service. Miss I. Bennett of the A. B. Church, Miss 
Juanita Green, of the A. M. E. Church, with Misses 
Ruth M. Roulhac and Thelma Wilford, of the 
Second Presbyterian Church, were the regular 
workers. 

Our text books were: the Child’s and Shorter 
catechisms; the Bible, the Christian’s Sacred Book; 
Bible History, Adam to Saul, and Saul to Christ; the 


*Rev. R. D. Roulhac is pastor of the Second (Colored) Presby- 
terlan Church of Thomasville, Georgia. 
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Life of Christ and the Bible. Many psalms and 
other passages from the Bible were memorized by 
the children. Many songs were learned. 

Each worker manifested a deep interest in the 
school and much good was done. Twice each week 
a story with a good moral was told by the different 
teachers. 

Monday, July 4, after the morning devotions, the 
children assembled on the lawn where refreshments 
furnished by the First Presbyterian Church through 
the kindness of Mrs. McIntosh, were served. 

July 8, at 8:00 P. M., we had our commencement 
exercises, consisting of music and memory work 
by the school. The closing address was made by 
the Rev. H. V. Green. More than two hundred 
witnessed the program. At the close of this pro- 
gram, the pastor presented the workers and ex- 
pressed his deep appreciation to them for their 
voluntary and sacrificial service. Appreciation was 
also expressed to the patrons and friends for their 
codperation. 
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New Workers at Highland 


By ALTON H. GLASURE* 


Mr. York M. 
Jackson has been 
secured for the 
superintendency 
of Highland In- 
stitution, Guer- 
rant, Kentucky. 
Mr. Jackson suc- 
ceeds Dr. Cary 
R. Blain, who for 
ten years suc- 
cessfully and 
sacrificially 
headed the insti- 
tution. 
Mr. Jackson 
was born at 
Bradleyville, 
Missouri, where 
he secured his 
elementary edu- 
cation. He did 
his preparatory 
™ work at the 
School of the Ozarks at Hollister, Missouri. In 1925 
he was graduated from the Southwest State Teachers’ 
College of Missouri, with a B.S. degree, and in 1932, 


*Rev. A. H. Glasure is pastor of the Presbyterian church at 
Hazard, Ky., and Chairman of the Home Mission Committee of 
Guerrant Presbytery. 


the University of Missouri graduated him with the 
degree of Master of Arts. He has been superin- 
tendent of schools at Bradleyville, Crane, and 
Buffalo, Missouri. 

Mrs. Jackson was born at Higginsville, Missouri, 
where she received her elementary and high-school 
education. She was graduated from Stephens Col- 
lege, Columbia, Missouri, in 1925. There she majored 
in Home Economics and did her minors in education 
and sociology. She also was graduated from the 
University of California at Los Angeles, where she 
did her major in commerce, and her minors in edu- 
cation and psychology. Mrs. Jackson has taught in 
the public schools of Missouri for three terms, and 
the public schools of California for five terms. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jackson come to Highland Institu- 
tion highly qualified for their work, and it is 
believed that this school, which is supported by the 
General Assembly’s Home Mission Committee, will 
show marked progress under their supervision. 


Highland Institution is located in the rugged 
mountains of Breathitt County, Kentucky, afford- 
ing one of the finest opportunities in our Church to 
do home-mission work in the education and evan- 
gelism of this forgotten area of our mountains. 
The friends of Highland Institution will rejoice in 
the splendid leadership that has come to its campus, 
and their loyal support will be a source of inspira- 
tion and encouragement to Mr. and Mrs. Jackson 
as they assume their new duties. 





A Real Achievement 


By GEO. W. CHEEK* 


Mrs. Maset JACKSON WoopwaRD WOULD BE THE 
last person to enjoy such notoriety as is due her for 
the unusual feat of seeing to it that her entire family 
of six children memorized the Child’s and Shorter 
Catechisms very early in life. It is nevertheless true 
that Mrs. Mabel Jackson Woodward, an active 
member of the First Presbyterian Church of Kos- 
ciusko, Mississippi, and the present president of the 
woman’s auxiliary and superintendent of the Pri- 
mary Department in the Sunday school, most surely 
deserves “honorable mention.” 


*Rev. Geo. W. Cheek, D.D., is pastor of the First Church at 
Kosciusko, Mississippi. 
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When interviewed by her pastor, after her sixth 
and last child memorized the Shorter Catechism 
during the summer holidays, at eleven years of age, 
Mrs. Woodward said, “It never occurred to me 
that this would be news, or a feat deserving of 
special honor. I accepted the task as a matter of 
course, and only regarded it as a duty in line with 
all other spiritual obligations due my family.” 

Upon further enquiry the writer learned that this 
“mother in Israel” is heir to a heritage such as was 
Timothy’s of whom Paul said, “When I call to re- 
membrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, 
which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy 
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mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee 
aso.” We have in this instance verified also the 
old adage “The best time to begin training the 
child is several generations before it is born.” 

The mother of Mrs. Woodward, Mrs. Carrie 
Doty Jackson, was several times president of the 
woman’s auxiliary, and superintendent of the Pri- 
mary Department of the Sunday school. Her grand- 
mother, Mrs. Ophelia Hobson Doty, was for thirty 
years president of the old Ladies’ Aid. Neither of 
these ever considered memorizing the catechisms 
optional with the child in the home and Sunday 
school. 

Mrs. Woodward, however, never considered the 
planting of the truths of the catechisms in the minds 
and hearts of her children as finishing her work 
with the fundamentals of the Christian life. In a 
generation when the trend of youth was away from 
the church, she conceived a unique plan in the 
matter of church attendance and tithing. Instead of 
impressing her children with the idea that it was 
a mortal sin for one to absent himself from the 
church services, she inaugurated the plan of allow- 
ing each one of her children to stay away from 
the preaching services one Sunday in the month, but 
they must be in their pews the remaining Sundays. 
They willingly accepted this proposition. The 
mother noted with eager interest that none of the 
daughters ever took advantage of the “privilege,” 
and when the sons did, at first, it brought great joy 
to the mother’s heart later when they did not count 
it a privilege to stay away from the Lord’s house 
even one Sunday a month. This seems to have been 
wise psychology. 

Another fundamental teaching that has proven 
successful was that, when each child united with the 
church, a carton of envelopes was placed in his 





The Woodward Family 


hands and the principle of tithing was impressed, 
and he was taught that the Lord’s proportion was 
one tenth of one’s income. Under the influence of 
such Christian principles as enumerated above, all 
of these children have taken a stand for Christ in 
His Church. May God grant that all mothers may 
realize that such firm convictions and unwavering 
practises as these can do more toward rebuilding 
the American home and reviving the Church of 
Christ than any other earthly influence could do. 





Churches of Distinction “B’ Group 


By HENRY W. McLAUGHLIN 


IN THE LAST ISSUE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY, WE 
published a list of Churches of Distinction, “A” 
Group, that is churches or groups with a member- 
ship of less than one hundred and twenty. The 
churches in order to qualify had to show a spiritual 
birth rate of at least 5°, and have a Sunday-school 
enrollment larger than the church membership. 

In this issue we are listing the “B” Group, 
churches or pastorates reporting one hundred and 
twenty to two hundred members and meeting speci- 
fications as in “A” Group. 

The last General Assembly placed new emphasis 
on evangelism, and adopted the following recom- 
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mendation: “That the General Assembly create a 
Permanent Committee on Evangelism, consisting of 
nine members, to which committee shall be en- 
trusted the responsibility of leading the Church in 
this vital service of reaching the unsaved with the 
gospel of Christ.”. Dr. Donald W. Richardson, of 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Virginia, 
was made chairman. 

Evangelistic results are more satisfactory in 
churches, presbyteries, and synods which have a 
large enrollment in the Sunday school. Evangelistic 
results are almost exactly in proportion to the num- 
ber of people engaged in a study of God’s Word 
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in a systematic way. Every church ought to have 
a Sunday-school enrollment equal to or larger than 
its church membership. 


appear 
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A list of Churches of Distinction “C” Group will 


in a following issue of the PResByTERIAN 








Synod Presbytery 


Church or Group 


Pastor 





ALABAMA Birmingham 


Mobile 


N. Alabama 
APPALACHIA Abingdon 
Holston 


Knoxville 


FLORIDA Florida 


GEORGIA Atlanta 
Augusta 
Guerrant 


Lexington-Ebenezer.. 


Muhlenburg 
C. Mississippi 


KENTUCKY 


MIssISSIPPI 


MIssourRI 


Upper Missouri 


Albemarle 
Concord 


NortTH CAROLINA 
Fayetteville.......... 
Kings Mountain 


Mecklenburg 


Wilmington 
Winston-Salem 


Fort Worth 
Tex-Mex 


VIRGINIA 


Third, Birmingham... 


Broad Street 
Foley Group 


Jewel Ridge 


***7. A. Bryan 


Geo. F. Johnson 
H. R. Gladney 


Coeburn Group......J 


Plumtree Group 
Newdale Group 
Cedar Springs 
Wallace Memorial.... 
Euchee Valley Group.. 
Ybor City 

Hollywood 

Murray Hill 


Porterdale Group 
Lincolnton Group.... 
Graham Memorial.... 


. Providence Group.... 


Cynthiana 


Raymond Group 
French Camp Group.. 
Malden Group 


Mizpah Group 
Hollywood 

Hyde Park Group.... 
Ahoski 


Beattie Mem’! Group.. 
S. Fayetteville Group.. 
Benson Group 

Church in Pines 
Providence Group.... 
Cramerton Group.... 
West Avenue 

Badin 

Pageland Group 

St. Andrews 
Thomasboro 

Shiloh Group........ 
Glenwood 

Pink Hill Group 
Mocksville Group.... 
Goodland 

Piedmont 
Germantown Group... 
Hermitage Group 
Bethesda Group 
College Station First. . 
Gregg Street 

Grand Avenue 


Midland First 

Fort Stockton 

Files Valley 
Kingsville 

Austin Mexican 
Beeville Mexican Gr. . 
Taft First 


Drewry’s Bluff Group. 


**W. C. Young 
M. L. Clemens 


*A, M. Moore 
W. B. Passiglia 
**M. I. Pilkenton, .<;. 
Chas. S. Spencer 
R. O. Wright 
*T. R. Nunan 

I. T. Hawk 

*O. V. Caudill 
S. N. Cramer 
*E. B. Wooten 
**7. T. Wade 
W. A. Gamble 


R. A. Potter 


W. B. McSwain 

**B. B. Shankel 

D. F. Blue, Jr 

*J. T. Echols 

W. J. Huneycutt 
*Dixon McDonald.... 
Alfred S. Anderson... 


*D. K. Snyder 
J. E. Adkins 
*]. T. Barham 


Norman Anderson.... 
**Supply 

**R. A. Partlow 

*E. S. Rodriguez 

*W. J. Coleman 

A. Thomas Dyal 

**C. B. Brinkley 

C. C. Acevedo 

*C. G. Guerrero 

S. G. Ramirez 

*J. C. Ramsay 

*R. D. Carson 

**A. B. Montgomery.. 





*Churches of Distinction for two years. 
**Churches of Distinction for three years. 
***Churches of Distinction for four years. 
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Presbytery 





Church or Group 





Pastor 





Lexington. .......... Beulah Group........ J. We MOMOR. wwe seves 139 176 9 6 
Sinking Spring....... G. F. Houck......... 160 166 19 11 

Williamsville Group...*O. W. Perrell........ 189 205 19 10 
Montgomery......... Fincastle Group...... J. A. Armstrong...... 129 154 7 5 
Pearisburg Group..... oe 200 226 10 5 

3 Floyd...... eveb aves **R. Gamble See..... 185 230 10 5 
Winchester.......... Berkeley Springs Gr...**George H. Rector... 170 276 14 8 
Capon Bridge Group..*P. O. Sartelle....... 149 172 10 6 

Front Royal Group...H. W. Shannon...... 123 126 12 9 

WesT VIRGINIA.......... Bimpetone. . 663.6565 Mullens First........ worms, G. Caste. . 5. 156 220 20 12 
‘ Fayetteville Group....W. C. Neel.......... 154 180 12 7 
Greenbrier........... Osk Grove........... Whe Wes MR sense 200 211 13 6 
Tygarts Valley Group.*G. O. Yount........ 146 210 13 8 















































The Sunday School Has Made Good 





By ROBERT M. HOPKINS* 





IN CONSIDERING THIS POSITIVE AFFIRMATION, PERHAPS 
we may ask four questions about the Sunday 
school—Whence it came? Whither has it gone? 
What has it done? Why continue it? 

The necessity for religious education goes far 
back in sacred Scriptures. In the sixth chapter of 
Deuteronomy is the command concerning the words 
of Jehovah, “Thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children.” Again, the gathering of the Israelites 
in the broad place down by the water gate, of which 
we have the record in the eighth chapter of Ne- 
hemiah, would undoubtedly in modern parlance 
have been called a Sunday school, with Ezra serv- 
ing as superintendent. 

However, it was Robert Raikes who gave the 
modern Sunday-school movement its impetus. 
Those early Sunday schools, beginning in 1780 for 
the ragged children of Gloucester, differed in many 
respects from our Sunday school, yet they have 
much in common. It was Mr. Raikes’s sincere de- 


_ sire to meet a community need that led him to em- 


ploy a few good women to teach those ragged 
children in Sunday afternoon schools. The Sunday 
schools of today are also maintained by earnest men 
and women to meet the need for religious education. 
The roster is a brilliant one that records the names 
of outstanding Christian laymen and consecrated 
women around the world whose service within the 
Sunday school has been prompted by this same high 
motive. 

Starting in the market town of Gloucester, Eng- 
land, the Sunday school has literally gone to the 





*General Secretary, World’s Sunday School Association. 
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ends of the earth. We have records of Sunday 
schools on every continent in not fewer than 128 
different countries. The total Sunday-school enroll- 
ment is almost forty million. Recent reports indi- 
cate that from the world viewpoint the Sunday- 
school enrollment is continuing to make gains. The 
greatest gains are reported in Africa and Latin 
America. 

Many Sunday schools might be cited that are of 
significant interest in their communities. There is 
that Sunday school in the ancient orthodox Church 
of the Annunciation, at Nazareth, where the lad 
Jesus grew in favor with God and man, with its 
more than 450 Nazarene boys and girls enrolled, 
growing, too, as Jesus grew. It was a privilege on 
one Sunday to see in one Korean city five Sunday 
schools, each one of which had a total enrollment 
of more than one thousand pupils, while three of 
them had more than three thousand Sunday-school 
pupils each. It would be difficult to duplicate that 
in any American city. Then one recalls the Bantu 
Sunday schools in the heart of Africa, where those 
enrolled are, to be sure, chiefly children, but the 


entire enrollment is composed of those whose par- § i 


ents or grandparents were cannibals. Another field 
where the Sunday school is making its significant 
contribution is within the fellowship of the Greek 
Orthodox Church. Here the Zoe Movement has at 
its very heart the religious education of boys and 
girls. Probably Athens is making a more rapid 
growth in its Sunday-school enrollment than any 
other city around the world. 

Indeed one finds Sunday schools everywhere save 
in a few very conspicuous exceptions. There are no 
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Sunday schools in Kussia, but that very fact is a 
tribute to the Sunday-school movement. Here, in 
an area covering one sixth of the inhabited globe, 
the political leaders of one hundred and sixty-five 
million people are determined to eradicate religion. 
This is a rather large order, even though the religion 
to be destroyed may have been full of sham and 
corruption. The destruction of church buildings did 
not do it, the persecution of religious leaders did 
not do it, but the final determination of the Soviet 
has been to deny the privilege of religious education 
to those under eighteen years of age. In this way 
multitudes of youth have grown up godless, and 
great havoc has been wrought. But that very fact 
is a tribute to religious education, for if the way to 
destroy religion is to prohibit religious education, 
then the way to propagate religion is to promote 
religious education. Thus Russia is the outstanding 
challenge to the Sunday-school forces of the world. 


The somewhat similar conditions prevailing in one 
or two other lands, such as Turkey, while not so 
drastic, are again a tribute to the Sunday-school 
movement. Even the totalitarian states find it neces- 
sary to throttle the Sunday school if Fascism and 
Naziism are to thrive among youth. With all these 
direct attacks upon it, it becomes all the more stimu- 
lating to know that the Sunday school is advancing 
and the total enrollment is growing. 


What has the Sunday school done? In the ordi- 
nary church in America one needs only to look 
about him. The building that the church is using 
and much of its equipment have been largely de- 
termined by the development of the Sunday school. 
The membership of the church has been recruited 
principally through the Sunday school. Even start- 
ing as it did somewhat outside the church in a de- 
sire to meet primarily a community need, the Sun- 
day school has come to be at the very heart of the 
teaching service of the church. It is the basis of the 
modern program for Christian evangelism as well. 
Christian education and Christian evangelism are thus 
revealed to be but the two sides of the same operation. 
The Sunday school has also proven to be a powerful 
means within the church for securing Christian 
coéperation. Christian churches in township, 
county, state, and nation have long been coéperating 
for the promotion of Sunday-school work. The 
Sunday school is increasingly being recognized as 
the best agency for securing a comprehensive peace 
education, just as it has been so strategically used 
for temperance education, and in a measure for mis- 
sionary education. Its service has been extended to 
rich and poor alike, to the humble and to the 
mighty. It has made its appeal in and among all 
denominations and all races. It is alike used by con- 
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servative and liberal. It is in many ways the most 
ecumenical agency of the church. 

Even with this record of service we cannot object 
to facing squarely the question, Why continue the 
Sunday school? After all, the Sunday school today 
is not the only agency for religious education. 
Would it not be best to let it give way to those 
later forms of service that have grown up? Its work 
is often regarded as superficial, and it must be ad- 
mitted that its leadership has not always been pre- 
pared to take full advantage of its unique opportu- 
nity for Christian education. It is sometimes looked 
upon as a competitor with the church itself, though 
this criticism undoubtedly grows out of a failure to 
recognize the Sunday school as the teaching service 
of the church. It is true that Christian laymen have 
in many communities grown more enthusiastic in 
promoting attendance upon and interest in the 
teaching service in which they have participated 
than in the more formal service of preaching, in 
which they have felt little or no personal responsi- 
bility. It is a question, however, whether the build- 
ing up of the adult classes that has characterized the 
Sunday-school movement in America has decreased 
the actual attendance upon the preaching service of 
the church. It is strange that men and women will 
often attend a great Bible class where the minister 
of the church is the teacher and yet will not remain 
for a preaching service where the same good minis- 
ter preaches the sermon. 

But in spite of these and other criticisms that have 
been raised, there are at least five good reasons why 
the Sunday school is being continued: (1) There is 
no service within the church that is reaching more 
children or doing more to reach children effectively 
with the Christian message than the Sunday school. 
(2) It is the agency within the church that is creat- 
ing the greatest bulk of Christian literature both for 
wide use among all classes of people and for the 
more specialized training in Christian education. It 
is about the Sunday schools that the many publish- 
ing houses of the churches have been built. (3) The 
Sunday school is likewise unsurpassed as an agency 
for securing popular study of the Bible. More men, 
women, youth, and children gather under its aus- 
pices to learn week by week what God’s will is for 
them as revealed in His Word than in any other 
service within or without the church. (4) The Sun- 
day school continues to be the best medium for en- 
listing the service of laymen within the church. 
(5) And last, but by no means least, the Sunday 
school has pointed the way toward the solution of 
the vexing problems that grow out of the relation- 
ship between state and church. A look into coun- 
tries where an established church places the burden 
for religious education primarily upon government- 
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supported schools reveals the difficulties that have 
arisen. In countries where separation of church and 
state has led to the placing of the chief responsibility 
for religious education directly upon the churches, 
these grievous problems have not arisen. 

One could quote from many types of mind that 
have paid tribute to the Sunday school. Perhaps 
two will suffice. Judge Lewis L. Fawcett, Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the State of New York, re- 
cently wrote in part: “Permit me to state that my 
experience during twenty-three years on the bench, 
in which more than four thousand boys under the 
age of twenty-one years were convicted of crime 
before me, of whom but three were members of a 
Sunday school, has satisfied me of the value of Sun- 
day schools to the community.” And from H. J. 


Heinz, whose lifelong devotion to the work of the 
Sunday school found its expression in this radiant 
word in his last will and testament: “I believe the 
Sunday school is the greatest living force for 
character-building and good citizenship, since over 
three fourths of the members of the church enter 
directly through the doors of the Sunday school; 
I deem it a privilege to make the following be- 
quests . . .” And then he proceeded to name his 
county Sunday-school organization, his _ state 
Sunday-school organization, the International Sun- 
day School Association (as it was known at that 
time), and the World’s Sunday School Association, 
as beneficiaries of the largest legacies that have thus 
far been bequeathed by an American Christian lay- 
man to the work of the Sunday school. : 





Books on Personal Religious Living 


A list prepared by HUNTER B. BLAKELY* 


1. Three volumes of sermons, which discuss the 
problems of religious living and give Christian sug- 
gestions for the solution of these problems: 

Make Life Worth Living, Joseph R. Sizoo. $1.75. 


The Art of Living, Norman Vincent Peale. $1.00. 
Facing Life’s Questions, Hunter B. Blakely. $1.50. 


2. Books on psychology: 


The Psychology of Christian Personality, Ernest M. Ligon. 
$3.00. 

The Theory and Practice of Psychiatry, William S. Sadler. 
$10.00. (A book which is written for physicians, ministers, 
and teachers. A book of more than 1000 pages, containing 
a vast fund of information about problems of men.) 

The Psychology of Religious Living, Karl R. Stolz. $2.50. 


3. A suggestive set of little books, widely read and 
with helpful suggestions: 
Hazen Books on Religion: 

Prayer and Worship, Douglas V. Steere. so¢. 

The Church, George Stewart. 5o¢. 

Religious Living, Georgia Harkness. s5o¢. 

Toward a World Christian Fellowship, Kenneth Scott 

Latourette. s50¢. 
Christianity—and Our W orld, John C. Bennett. s5o0¢. 


4. The Oxford Conference Reports—Willett, 
Clark and Company. Here is found discussion of 
some of the fundamental questions confronting 
Christians today. All are helpful, thought-provoking 
and for the student of contemporary life. Especially 
recommended are: 


The Christian Understanding of Man. $2.00. 
Christian Faith and the Common Life. $2.00. 


“Dr. Blakely is pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Staunton, 
Virginia. 
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The Church and Its Function in Society. $2.00. 
The Kingdom of God and History. $2.00. 

5. Biography is always helpful. The great classics 
of biography are recommended, and among new 
biographical writings: 

Postscript to Adventure, Autobiography of Ralph Connor. 

Chas. W .Gordon. $3.00. 

Glorious Living. 75¢. 

Great Christians, ed. R. S. Forman. 8s. 6d. 

Son to Susanna, a Life of John Wesley. G. Elsie Harrison. 
$2.50. 

They Dared to Live, Bartlett. $1.25. 

Helpful biographies are numerous, and always 
enrich one’s life. 


6. Devotional books: 


The Book of Daily Devotion, edited by Clark and Crain. 
$1.50. 

God’s Minute. 60¢. 

Daily Strength for Daily Needs, Mary W. Tileston. $1.50. 

A Diary of Private Prayer, John Baillie. $1.50. 

Poetry—1000 Quotable Poems, compiled by Thomas Curtis 
Clark. $2.50. 
7. Especially helpful writers may be mentioned, 

whose books have inspired multitudes, such as E. 

Stanley Jones and Leslie D, Weatherhead. 


8. The classics of devotional life: 


The Confessions of St. Augustine. $1.00. 

The Imitation of Christ, Thomas 4 Kempis. 50¢. 

The Little Flowers of St. Francis. $1.00. 

Brother Lawrence, or the Practice of the Presence of God. 


50¢. 

Any list of books helpful to personal religious 
living is incomplete. Multitudes of other books could 
be mentioned, and every pastor and Christian leader 
has his own favorite. 
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.. PLANNING AND WORKING... 








Hidden Treasure 


What is the difference between “hai 
suru” and “rei hai suru’? 

What is the challenge of Japan today? 

Give some examples of “twice-born” 
men in Brazil? 

Trace the trip of the “Ford Delivery 
Wagon” to the Belgian Congo. 

Tell what you know of Don Tomas. 

How are diamonds mined? 

What precautions are taken in the dia- 
mond mines to prevent theft by the 
workers? 

What did the old sun worshipper 
want Christ to do for her? 

How is part of the 1937 Birthday Of- 
fering to be used with the Indian 
work? 

What is the attitude of the Cayua In- 
dians toward our work among 
them? 

What kind of work does Kum Soon 
Chung plan to do? 

What Scripture verse did Mr. Huo 
autograph for the Japanese soldier? 


Spice Box 


What is another name for the com- 
munity in which the Seventeenth 
Street Mission is located? 

When was the Seventeenth Street 
Mission organized? Who started 
the work? 

Name at least five ways in which the 
Seventeenth Street Mission ministers 
to the community. 

How does Mrs. James picture the 
Choctaw Indian of today? 

Who is Rev. G. A. Walls? What 
language does he use mainly in his 
work? 

How has the Bible been used at the 
Mexican Presbyterian Center? 

What is the present need at the Cen- 
ter in connection with Bible study? 

When did work for Negroes begin in 

Charleston Presbyterial? 

Who are some of the women who 
have sponsored the Charleston Pres- 
byterial work? 

Who are the new workers at High- 
land Institution? Tell something of 
their preparation for this work. 

Where is Rev. R. D. Roulhac lo- 
cated? Name some of the courses 
used in the Ninth Annual Bible 
School. 
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Who said, “I believe if you knew how 
much I really want an education, 
you would select me”? 

What is the “Trail of Tears”? 


The Auxiliary Lantern 


AUXILIARY MEETINGS 
Executive Board 


The plans given herewith are for 
that board meeting that discusses plans 
for the December activities. Some 
auxiliaries have this meeting the last 
week of November; others, the first 
week of December. 

A. One of the very important items 
to bring to the attention of the De- 
cember executive board is the new 
guide for family and personal worship 
which bears the title Day by Day. 
See that every member of your execu- 
tive board understands the following 
about this book: 


1. It will be published quarterly by 


our Church. 

2. It will contain material similar to 
that which appeared in the “Day 
by Day Worship in the Home” 
section of the Survey, with the 
additional daily petitions which 
have heretofore appeared in the 
Church Calendar of Prayer. 

. Price of Day by Day: five or 
more copies to one address, 7¢ 
each a quarter. Single subscrip- 
tions on annual basis only, 4o0¢. 

. A suggested plan of distribution 
is for the minister or other con- 
gregational representative to or- 
der a supply for the church as a 
whole, allowing at least one for 
every family. These may be 
placed in the church vestibule, 
with a box conveniently arranged 
so that each person, as he takes 
his copy, may leave the price. 
This method, so successfully 
used in many churches, is both 
easy and economical. There is 
this added advantage that the 
church may collect 10¢ per copy 
instead of 7¢ to cover the cost 
of free copies to those unable to 
pay for them. It is here that the 
Auxiliary Secretary of Literature 
will find her greatest opportu- 
nity to assist the pastor in work- 


ing out plans for efficient dis- 
tribution of Day by Day. 


. Day by Day is to be ordered 
from the Presbyterian Commit- 
tee of Publication, Richmond, 
Va., or Texarkana, Texas. 

. The Church Calendar of Prayer 
will not be available in separate 
form, since the new booklet will 
contain the material formerly 
printed in the Prayer Calendar. 

. All members of the executive 
board should have Day by Day 
in their homes and use it at 
family worship. 

. Ask circle chairmen to make an 
effort to get every member of 
the Circles to begin family wor- 
ship with January 1, showing 
them what wonderful help for 


this is contained in the Day by 
Day booklet. 


B. Announce plans for the Decem- 
ber auxiliary inspirational meeting, 
which includes the presentation of the 
Joy Gift for Ministerial Relief. If 
this gift is received at the circles (and 
this is usually done when the circle 
meetings precede that of the auxiliary) 
it is to be brought forward, at the 
time indicated in the program, by the 
circle leaders or some representative 
from each circle. See that the Joy 
Gift envelopes are given to each cir- 
cle chairman for distribution among 
their members. 

C. Ministerial Relief Week is 
December 11-18. The December 
executive-board meeting is a good 
time to consider what your church 
has done for the Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund. Has every member of the 
auxiliary made her _ contribution? 
What can be done by the auxiliary to 
further help finish this “unfinished 
task”? Consider this seriously. 

D. It is not too late to get the for- 
eign Mission book, Star in the East, 
by Dr. C. Darby Fulton, before the 
executive board. If possible, every 
member of the board should have 
read the book before January 1, the 
beginning of the Foreign Mission 
Season. The books to be used in cir- 
cles might be used first by the 
executive-board members in Decem- 
ber—that is, if they do not wish to 
follow the better plan of having their 
own books. Encourage board mem- 
bers to have their own books, if pos- 
sible. 
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December Circle Round Table 
Topic: “Every Man in His Own 


Tongue.” 

See the leading article in this issue 
of the Survey for the material on 
which the December Round Table 
discussion is to be based. You who 
take the Survey, do read this article 
before you go to your December cir- 
cle meeting, and thus be prepared to 
have a real share in the discussion of 
the topic. Then, won’t you get at 
leat two other members of your 
church to read it? If you are near 
some of your own circle members 


who do not take the Survey, share it | 


with them; otherwise, share it with 
any member of your auxiliary that she 
may go to her circle meeting better 
prepared to enter into the discussion. 
If you are a leader of the December 
Round Table be sure to order the 
Helps from the Committee on 
Woman’s Work, Henry Grady Build- 
ing, Atlanta, Ga. Price, 10¢. 


December Auxiliary Inspirational 
Meeting 


Topic: “The Days Come.” 

This lovely service of dedication for 
the December auxiliary meeting will 
go to all subscribers to auxiliary pro- 


gram literature. It consists of brief 
talks, Scripture, periods of meditation 
and silent prayer, spoken prayer, and 
music. It is impressively simple, but 
very lovely. A place is made on the 
program for the Joy Gift offering. 
Those who do not use the Year Book 
literature regularly can secure this 
program from the Committee on 
Woman’s Work, Henry Grady Build- 
ing, Atlanta, Ga., for 10¢. 


Optional Program Material. 


Some auxiliaries have established the 
tradition of a “Candle-Lighting Serv- 
ice” for the December meeting. The 
Committee on Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief is offering a 
“Christmas Candle-Lighting Service,” 
which may be used for this purpose, 
if it is not to be used in the church. 

For those who desire a play on 
Ministerial Relief, the Louisville Com- 
mittee suggests “All in the Family.” 
Samples of both these programs have 
been sent to pastors, superintendents, 
and secretaries of Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief. If a story is de- 
sired, we suggest “Myrrh I Bring,” by 
Margaret Lane, price 2¢. Order from 
410 Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. 


PRAYER PETITIONS 


Let us include in our praying this 
month the following petitions: 

That at the Christmas season all 
who bear the name of Christ may 
come to know something more of the 
true meaning of our Lord’s name, Em- 
manuel—God-with-us, and seek more 
earnestly to keep all of life within the 
radius of God’s will and love. 

That the Christ of God may have 
the doors of many a heart flung wide 
to receive Him in the fulness of His 
power at this joyous season. 

That the people of our Church may 
share generously with those who have 
given their best into the service of 
Christ and today are on the roll of 
the Ministerial Relief of our Church. 

That our Church’s new devotional 
quarterly, Day by Day, which is being 
published for use beginning in Jan- 
uary, may be widely circulated among 
our people and prove a blessing in 
every home, helping to strengthen the 
spiritual life of family groups. 

That the decennial meeting of the 
International Missionary Council to be 
held at Madras, India, December 13- 
30, 1938, may be used of God with 
power in strengthening a world-wide 
fellowship of Christians as together we 
serve in making Christ known around 
the world. 





What Did You Get for Christmas Last Year? 


You probably don’t remember. Many of the presents you received have disappeared and 
have been forgotten. But if you had received a year’s subscription to the Presbyterian Survey, 
it would come each month to remind you of your friend. If you are looking for a gift which 
will be appreciated and will give pleasure for a long time, send a year’s subscription to the 
Presbyterian Survey. Special Christmas gift price, $1.00. 





An attractive card of greeting will be sent with each Gift Subscription 
Attach addresses of Gift Subscriptions to this blank 





Send to: PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


DECEMBER 1938 


Box 1176, Richmond, Virginia 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 5__ | 


pLANNED ECONOMY OF INDI- 
VIDUAL LIVING 


“Ponder the path of thy feet, and let 
all thy ways be established.” 


Read Proverbs 4:14-27. 


Nothing could be more timely than 
this advice of Solomon’s, written 3000 
years ago. The world’s tempo has ac- 
celebrated since Solomon. But he knew 
the Hebrews needed this counsel as 
much as we know we need it. To 
‘ponder the path” is to bring all of 
our intellectual ability with the help 
of the Holy Spirit to bear quietly on 
our purpose and way of living. So 
would be eliminated much that is hap- 
hazard and reckless. Then, having 


1 chosen our pathway, we “establish” 


or develop such habits and ways as 
will permit us to follow it in order 


7 to reach the goals we have set. Here 
7 isa planned economy of the spirit. 


Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


Lord, we know that thy Son, Jesus 


1 Christ, is the way, the truth, and the 


life. Drive home to our minds and 
hearts the fact of salvation only 
through Him. May we realize that we 
build without foundation and in vain 
unless we accept Him as Saviour. 
Amen. 





| TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6_ | 


DISCIPLINE CAN BRING 
HAPPINESS 
“For the commandment is a lamp; 
and the law is light; and re- 
proofs of instruction are 
the way of life.” 
Read Proverbs 6: 16-23. 
There is a stern flavor about this 
verse. Look at its nouns—command- 





ment, law, reproofs of instruction. 


There is no chance of equivocation 
with such words as these. The gen- 
eration just reaching maturity have 
not often heard them. Neither have 


‘the children now growing up. We 


have been too busy psychologizing 
over them. Those of us born before 
the turn of the century perhaps know 
more of such words. Most of us are 
happier for knowing something of the 
meaning of commandment, law, and 
teproof. See what they promise—a 
lighted, shining way of life. 


Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


Our Father, save us from the sin 
of slipshod interpretation of Thy 
aw. Preserve us from the so-called 
breadth of viewpoint that has no hon- 
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est conviction behind it. Make us 
more eager to be law-abiding in thy 
sight, as regards divine law, than we 
are anxious to appear as law-abiding 
citizens in the world’s eyes. Show us 
that only in obeying “the perfect law 
of liberty” are we free. Amen. 





|| WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 ]} 


CHERISHING GOD’S LAWS 
“Keep my commandments, and live; 
and my law as the apple of 
thine eye.” 

Read Proverbs 7:1-5, 24. 

Keeping anything as the “apple of 
the eye” is the utmost in cherishing. 
That which is kept thus is loved 
deeply. God means us to love His 
law, not to feel that it is irksome. 
There is every reason for us to love 
it. It was instituted for our benefit 
and, if kept, works out for our hap- 
piness, both here and hereafter. When 
we feel antagonistic to it, the fault is 
within ourselves, not the law. When 
we remember that all that is best in 
our civilization is built on God’s law, 
we can scarcely help but love it. 





Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


Father, help us to say with David, 
“O how love I thy law! It is my 
meditation all the day.” We thank 
Thee for the depth and breadth and 
height of it. Make us instruments in 
its world-wide spread. Forgive us 
when, as professing Christians, our 
lives deny its teachings. We give 
thanks from full hearts that love is 
the fulfilling of the law. Amen. 





|| THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 |} 


REWARDED OBEDIENCE 
“Now therefore bearken unto me, O 
ye children: for blessed are they 
that keep my ways. 


Read Proverbs 8: 32-36. 


Our heavenly Father remembers 
that we are children, weak, easily 
confused, vacillating, often stupid. He 
speaks to arrest our wandering at- 
tention, makes living simple and 
clearly defined, if we keep His ways. 
And He rewards us, as we reward 
our children, with happiness of heart 
when we obey Him. His ways are 
ways of pleasantness and all His paths 
are peace. How many difficult, com- 
plicated, unhappy situations we can 
avoid, if we hearken to Him. “Now, 
little children, abide in him; that, 
avhen he shall appear, we may have 
confidence, and not be ashamed be- 
fore him at his coming.” 





Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


Dear Father, we pray with Paul that 
we “be not children in understand- 
ing,” but “in malice be ye children,” 
and “in understanding be men.” Help 
us to come out from the world and 
be separate that we may receive Thy 
promise to dwell in us, and do Thou 
accept us as Thy sons and daughters. 
Give us “the simplicity that is in 
Christ.” Amen. 





|| FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 |} 





SECURITY THROUGH RIGHT- 
EOUSNESS 


“As the whirlwind passeth, so is the 
wicked no more: but the right- 
eous is an_ everlasting 
foundation.” 


Read Proverbs 10:25-32. 


Now, more than at any time in his- 
tory, the world seeks security, a safe 
substructure on which to build. As 
the whirlwind, typifying sin, is the 
essence of all that is unstable and de- 
structive, so righteousness, its opposite, 
provides for us the firm, lasting base, 
whose stones are faith and peace and 
courage. Sometimes, as we see sin 
widespread and unrebuked around us, 
we forget that our omnipotent God 
permits nothing but righteousness as 
an everlasting foundation. Security 
throughout eternity is ours for the 
taking. 

Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
Forgive our feverish ways; 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind; 
In purer lives Thy service find, 

In deeper reverence praise. 


Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 

Till all our strivings cease; 

Take from our souls the strain and 
stress, 

And let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of Thy peace. Amen. 





|| SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 | 


INFLUENCING THE COM- 
MUNITY 
“By the blessing of the upright the 
city is exalted.” 


Read Proverbs 11:9-13. 


Here, as elsewhere, we are told that 
all good comes from God. The com- 
munity is uplifted, not by the efforts 
of earnest Christians, but by God’s 
blessing on them for their endeavors 
to follow Christ. The Father, looking 
on the heart of the just man and not 
on his feeble works, blesses him, and, 
through him, those around him. It is 
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a happy thought that not only are we 
justified by our faith not our works, 
but that good comes to others as well. 


Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


Gracious Lord, we are grateful that 
Thou dost look on our hearts, and, 
when they are pure, dost overlook 
our stumbling steps. Guide them 
toward Thee through Thy Son. We 


ask it in His name. Amen. 





| SUNDAY, DECEMBER ll _ |} 


STRONG CONFIDENCE 


“In the fear of the Lord is strong 
confidence.” 


Read Proverbs 14:25-34. 





A general lack of confidence is one’ 


of the most tragic characteristics of 
our day—“men’s hearts failing them 
for fear.” Sudden change and inse- 
curity abound in our national life, 
seeping dangerously into American 
homes, destroying all that makes life 
worth living. The wrong kind of fear 
grips us, because we are ignoring “the 
fear of the Lord.” We see on every 
hand the sin that is a reproach to any 
people, but the righteousness that ex- 
alteth a nation and strong confidence 
are not so apparent. 


Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


O God, forgive us for our neglect 
of Thee, the source of all goodness. 
May we build more surely on the 
Rock, Christ Jesus. We confess our 
sin of seeking security in material 
things, in the vain plans of men, and 
turn again with humble hearts to the 
God in whom we claim to trust. 
Draw near to us as we draw near to 
Thee, and quicken our understanding. 
Help us to dedicate our lives to Thee 
sincerely, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 





|| MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 | 


CHRISTIAN SPEECH 
“A wholesome tongue is a tree of 
life.” 
Read Proverbs 15:1-9. 


King Solomon, and the Apostle 
James lived centuries apart, but both 
realized the power of the tongue. 
“The tongue is a fire, a world of 
iniquity,” when untamed by the Holy 
Spirit, but the wise conversation of a 
hallowed tongue is God’s means of 
winning souls for eternity. A soft 
answer may not only turn away 
wrath, but it may also create in some 
sin-darkened heart a hunger and thirst 


for righteousness that only Jesus can 
fill. 





Read from Calendar of Prayer. 
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Dear Father, teach us the ways of 
Thy gentle Son, whose compassion 
and tenderness won strong fishermen 
and little children. Set a watch, O 
Lord, at the door of our lips, that 
hasty and unwise speech may be 
checked. Purify our hearts, from 
whence proceed the thoughts that 
give rise to words, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 





| TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 _ | 


TRUE HUMILITY 


“Every one that is proud in heart is an 
abomination to the Lord.” 


Read Proverbs 16:1-9. 


Solomon had everything the world 
could offer, but he was wise enough 
to recognize it all as vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit, apart from an under- 
standing of eternal values. Whatever 
of true wisdom he possessed was a 
gift of his Creator, serving only to 
show up the wisdom of the world in 
all its tawdry pretense. His father 
had learned before him the pitiful 
weakness of the flesh and had penned 
the heartfelt cry, “A broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
despise.” 





Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


Lord Jesus, Thou who wast tempted 
in all points like as we are, yet with- 
out sin, we come to Thee today with 
penitent hearts. We are not proud of 
our many failures. With shame we 
confess our coldness in the face of a 
perishing world. Break our hearts, 
Thou meek and lowly One, with 
Thine own compassion for the scat- 
tered sheep of this restless world. 
Humble us, till we are useful to Thee. 
Amen. 





|| WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 |} 





GOD’S JOY 
“A merry heart doeth good like a 
medicine.” 


Read Proverbs 17:22-28. 


The long-faced Christian is a bad 
advertisement for the gospel we 
preach. If we are heavy-laden, Jesus 
has promised us rest: if we are trou- 
bled, His gift is deep, abiding peace. 
“That your joy may be full,” was 
His wish and prayer for His disciples, 
sorrowfully intent as they were on the 
tragic implications of His parting dis- 
course. The joy of the Lord is our 
strength; songs of praise are one of 
our most powerful weapons in rout- 
ing the enemy. “Rejoice alway,” and 
win men to God. 


Read from Calendar of Prayer, 


Dear Father, give us merry, happy 
hearts and faces, which will attract 
the attention of a desperate, worried 
world. Restore unto us the joy of 
Thy salvation so that we can teach 
transgressors Thy ways, and convert 
sinners unto Thee. May we sing in 
the prisons of our lives, that all who 
hear us may be moved to seek the 
fountain of our praise. We cast our 
burdens on Thee, at Thy gracious 
invitation, knowing that Thou wilt 
sustain us. Praise ye the Lord! Amen. 





|| THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 }} 


THE FRIENDLY CHRISTIAN 
“A man that hath friends must shew 
himself friendly: and there is a 
friend that sticketh closer than 
a brother.” 


Read Proverbs 18: 19-24. 


Genuine love for all men every- 
where is a gift of God, who so loved 
the world that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son for His indifferent and 
rebellious creatures. Concern for the 
fate of mankind is not enough. We 
need compassionate understanding for 
each individual who crosses our path. 
A truly friendly spirit will win the 
very man who stubbornly denies 
every argument for the truth of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. If we are let- 
ters, known and read of all men, let us 
be friendly letters! 





Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


Holy Spirit of God, baptize us 
with a love that will overflow to all 
whom we touch. May the comfort 
wherewith we have been comforted 
heal the broken in heart. May 
heavenly love be reflected in us, so 
men may take knowledge of us that 
we have been with Jesus. Thus shall 
all men know that we are Thy dis- 
ciples, and be won, as we were won, 
to the Friend who sticketh closer than 
a brother, in whose precious name we 
pray. Amen. 





| FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 __ | 


THE LIGHT OF UNDER- 
STANDING 
“He that keepeth understanding shall 
find good.” 


Read Proverbs 19:1-9. 


When, through the grace of God, 
our hearts are given the strength and 
wisdom to swing wide the door of 
understanding, then it is that the 
light of truth may search out the dark 
places and, walking in patience, we 
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aa ee er erere 


may find the good that is in every 
man. Unhappiness is, more often than 
not, built on a foundation of mis- 
understanding, and vanishes entirely 
in the light of the priceless gift of an 
| understanding heart. 







Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


We thank Thee, O Lord and Mas- 
ter, that, when we come to Thee, 
quietly, humbly, and in all sincerity, 
asking Thy blessing, we know that 
we are in Thy holy presence and that 
our prayers are heard. We beseech 
Thee, this day, that our hearts may 
feel Thy divine touch and that Thou 
will bestow upon us even now this 
precious gift of an understanding 
heart. Amen. 





















| SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 _]}} 


COMMUNION WITH HIM 
“Wait on the Lord.” 
Read Proverbs 20:11, 20-28. 

Do you, in your private devotions, 
“wait on the Lord”? Or do you, 
merely as a daily rite, open your Bible, 
read a chapter and “say” a prayer? 
To wait upon the Lord, to commune 
quietly with Him, that is a blessed 
privilege. It is not easy to empty 
one’s thoughts of self, to free one’s 
self from the distractions of the world 
about us and give Him complete pos- 
session, but for the listening heart that 
hears and heeds God’s voice, there is 
peace and joy abundant. 























hori ntee 


Read from Calendar of Prayer. 





Dear Lord and Master, we thank 
Thee for this, another day, for an- 
7 other opportunity to prove ourselves 
worthy of Thine ever-constant loving- 
qj kindness to us, Thy weak and erring 
children. Help us, O Lord, to be 
quiet before Thee. Help us that we 
may turn our thoughts away from self 
and our own selfish desires and, wait- 
ing upon Thee in silent communion, 
may we know and do Thy will. 
Guide us, O Lord, this day. Amen. 





Let Ae pT 

























{ SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18} 


PROTECTION FROM EVIL 


“A prudent man forseeth the evil, and 
hideth himself.” 


Read Proverbs 22:1-6. 


Evil does not surrender easily, but 
added strength comes into our spirit- 
wal lives with each temptation that is 
met and overcome. The Psalmist tells 
us that there is immunity for him that 
dwelleth in the secret place of the 
Most High.” Standing in the “shadow 
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of the Almighty,” holding His truth 
as “a shield and buckler,’ we need 
fear no evil. To know evil and to 
choose good, to conquer in the name 


of the Lord, that is to be conqueror 
indeed. 
Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
that in the light of Thy wisdom we 
may know good from evil. We pray 
Thee, O Lord, that in moments of 
temptation we may be guided to hide 
ourselves in the secret place of the 
Most High, abiding under the shadow 
of Thy wing. There, in the divine 
presence, may we be given strength 
to withstand the evil that besets us on 
every hand. Hear us and guide us, O 
Lord. Amen. 





|| _MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 }} 


OBSERVING HIS WAYS 
“Let thine eyes observe my ways.” 
Read Proverbs 23:20-26. 


To know God’s ways, we must keep 
our eyes of faith fixed steadfastly 
upon Him, constantly using the light 
of His word to illumine our pathway. 
We cannot dwell in darkness when 
His light is within our souls. Earnest 
observance of His ways makes for 
spiritual growth in our own lives and 
a greater desire to serve Him. As the 
light is revealed to us, may we use it 
to the glory of His name, carrying 
the lamp of truth that others may see 
the way. 





Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


Lord and Master, Thou who art the 
Light of the World, we thank Thee 
that as we go about our daily tasks, 
amid the trials and temptations that 
are on every hand, we may look to 
Thee for guidance. We thank Thee 
that though at times the darkness 
seems almost impenetrable, if we keep 
our eyes fixed steadfastly on Thee, 
Thy love will lead us through. We 
beseech Thee, O Lord, give us light 
this day. Amen. 





| TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20__ | 


PERFECT TRUST IN GOD 
“Fret not thyself.” 
Read Proverbs 24:17-22. 


In the hurry and worry of this 
weary, strife-torn world, too often 
we find it difficult to retain our sense 
of values. In the confusion surround- 
ing us we are prone to be censorious, 
to judge our fellow man by the act, 
not taking time to seek the motive 
behind the act. Constant, sincere 





communion with Christ leads to calm- 





ness and clarity of thought. We can- 
not be anxious and fretful walking 
quietly with Him in faith. We gladly 
trust, even though we may not under- 
stand. 


Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


We thank Thee, Heavenly Father, 
that we may live this day in faith, 
fretting not ourselves but trusting 
Thee, secure in the knowledge that 
in all things Thy way is best. May 
we live this day in the serenity of 
spirit that comes only to him who 
walks in close fellowship with Thee, 
knowing that when trials overtake us 
we may turn to Thee and find Thy 
strength all-sufficient. Keep us, O 
Lord, we pray. Amen. . 





|| WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 }} 





THE LIMITS OF NEIGHBOR- 
LINESS 
“If thine enemy be hungry, give him 
bread to eat.” 


Read Proverbs 25:18-22. 


We are sometimes prone to forget 
that even the Old Testament teaches 
the duty of neighborliness and love 
in a degree which most Christians have 
not begun to practice. This essentially 
Christian admonition, which comes to 
us from among the precepts of the 
ancient Hebrew sage, is startlingly 
fresh and challenging to our modern 
world with its hatred, its strife, and 
its bitterness. As we approach the 
season of the Nativity it is surely well 
for us to remember anew that no 
limits can be set to Christian love; 
that there is no man, woman, or child 
anywhere who is not entitled to all 
the kindness and the help which it is 
in our power to give. 


Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


O God our Father, who hast com- 
mended thy love toward us in that 
while we were yet sinners Christ died 
for us, forgive us that oftentimes we 
have loved thy children so little. 
Keep us back, we pray Thee, from 
malice and hatred; forbid it that we 
should be content to withhold from 
those about us any help or any joy 
which it is in our power to give. 
Teach us increasingly the spirit of our 
Lord and help us to live as His faith- 
ful servants, for we ask it in His 
name. Amen. 





| THURSDAY, DECEMBER, 22 | 


THE ACCEPTED TIME 
“Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for 
thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth.” 









Read Proverbs 27:1-11. 


It is a strange thing that man lives 
so much of the time in remembrance 
of the past and in dreams of the 
future. In consequence of this almost 
universal habit, the tasks of the im- 
mediate present are too often neg- 
lected and the real opportunities of 
a lifetime are lost. It should scarcely 
be necessary to remind one who lives 
in our uncertain and swiftly chang- 
ing world that we cannot predict the 
events or the conditions of tomorrow. 
This is the day on which that word of 
love must be spoken, that deed of 
kindness done, that soul won for 
Christ, if we are to be sure of doing 
it at all. Let us work “while it is day: 
the night cometh, when no man can 
work.” 

Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


O God, help us to live today as we 
should wish to live if we knew that 
on the morrow we should stand in 
Thy presence. Help us to do aright 
all of the work which Thou hast 
given us to do, and to Thee shall be 
all the glory, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 





|| FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 | 


THE PERIL OF PRIDE 


“A man’s pride shall bring him low: 
but honour shall uphold the 
humble in spirit.” 


Read Proverbs 29:16-27. 


We seldom speak today about the 
danger of pride, yet the early church 
rightly classed this attitude among the 
cardinal sins. Indeed it is very near 
to the root of all sin. It was pride of 
will which led man to rebel against 
God; it is pride of intellect which 
lies back of many a man’s unbelief; 
and it is pride in our own strength 
which makes us desire to earn salva- 
tion through morality rather than to 
accept it as God’s gift. In the life of 
the individual as in that of the race, 
pride still “goeth before a fall.” Only 
in that spirit of humility which Jesus 
taught can we receive the blessing 
which He would give. 





Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


O God, Who hast made us, pre- 
served us, and redeemed us, forgive us 
we pray Thee that we fail to recog- 
nize the measure of our obligation 
to Thee. Forgive us that again and 
again we are so exalted in our pride 
that we turn our backs upon Thee 
and walk in the ways of our own 
selfish desires. Teach us the inade- 
quacy of our strength that we may 
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cast ourselves anew upon Thee and 
that we may be made strong for all 
things through Christ. Amen. 





|| SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 | 


THE SOURCE OF PURITY 
“Every word of God is pure.” 
Read Proverbs 30:1-9. 


One of the concepts which our age 
needs to recapture is that of the holi- 
ness of God. Only in the light of His 
purity and righteousness do we come 
to understand the blackness of our 
own sin, and only by His Grace can 
we be made clean. We must keep 
our hearts and minds constantly open 
to His revelation of Himself in His 
Word, and above all in the Word, 
Christ Jesus, that we may come more 
fully to know Him in all His holi- 
ness, that we may more truly see our- 
selves as we are, and that we may seek 
in penitence for that righteousness 
which can be ours only through faith. 





Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


Almighty and ever-living God, we 
would bow this day in utter reverence 
before Thee. We would praise and 
magnify Thy name anew for Thy 
holiness, for Thy greatness, and for 
Thy love. We would confess again 
our unworthiness and pray for Thy 
redeeming grace. O grant that Thy 
Word may have free course in our 
hearts, that in its purity we too may 
be made clean. For Jesus sake we 
ask it. Amen. 





|| SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 __ }} 





A GODLY WOMAN 
“Her children arise up, and call her 
blessed; ber husband also, and he 
praiseth her.” 


Read Proverbs 31:10, 25-31. 


On this which, above all other days 
of the year, is the day of the home 
and of family ties, it is surely not 
inappropriate that our Scripture lesson 
should be the description of a virtuous 
woman. The story of the Babe of 
Bethlehem is in itself the world’s 
most beautiful commentary upon the 
meaning of motherhood and the 
sanctity of the home, and ours is a 
day which sorely needs to be re- 
minded of both. There are probably 
few among those who bow in prayer 
today who did not first learn to pray 
at the knee of a mother whom they 
too can rise up to call blessed; there 
are few family altars which are not 
founded upon the impression made 
by praying parents in the past. In 
the memory of these facts, surely this 


is a day when all mothers—yea, when 
all parents—need to consecrate them- 
selves afresh to the task of making 
their own homes Christian. 


Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


O Thou who in Bethlehem’s Babe 
didst give Thyself for us, and in Thy 
giving didst hallow the home, we do 
thank Thee this day for our homes 
and for the joys of our family circles. 
Help us to observe this day in the 
spirit of Him whose birth we cele- 
brate. Help us to so dedicate our 
homes to Him that He may rule over 
every aspect of our lives. We ask it 
in His own name. Amen. 





||__MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 | 





THE ART OF TIMELINESS 
“To every thing there is a season, and 
a time to every purpose under 
the heaven.” 


Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-12. 


It is not an easy thing to recognize 
the proper time for our actions. There 
are times when we would do well to 
be filled with righteous indignation, 
but we mistake them. There are oc- 
casions when we need to speak a word 
of encouragement, of advice, of re- 
buke, but we let them slip. There are 
just as frequently the situations in 
which we need to keep silent but, 
because we cannot hold our tongues, 
we do needless harm to some reputa- 
tion, or bring heartache into the lives 
of our friends. It would be well if 
we studied more carefully the art of 
timeliness. 

Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


O God of all our days and our 
years, as we worship Thee today we 
would ask for that wisdom which 
Thou alone canst give. Help us to 
know the things which Thou wouldst 
have us do, enable us to recognize 
the times which Thou has appointed, 
and grant us strength to obey Thy 
holy Will. We ask these things and 
the forgiveness of our sins in Christ’s 
name. Amen. 





|| TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27 | 


THE SINS OF SPEECH 


“Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy 
flesh to sin.” 
Read Ecclesiastes 5:1-7. 

Again and again in this brief pas- 
sage the writer of Ecclesiastes warns 
against ill-considered speech. In this 
respect his message is one with that 
of the Apostle James, who declares 
that the tongue is “an unruly evil, full 
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of deadly poison,” and with the teach- 
ing of Our Lord that for “every idle 
word” which men speak they must 
sive account in the day of judg- 
ment. It is an exceedingly easy thing 
to speak the word of bitterness, of 
slander, of impurity, of blasphemy, or 
of idle gossip, but an almost impossible 
thing to undo the effect of that word 
upon some hearer once it has been 
spoken. As the easiest and most com- 
mon of sins, this is the one against 
which we need to be continually on 
guard. 
: Read from Calendar of Prayer. 
Our Father God, we ask Thy for- 
giveness for the idleness, the shallow- 
ness, and the unworthiness of our 
speech. Set a watch we pray Thee 
upon our lips and grant us the grace 
to keep back wrong words from 
utterance. Above all we pray that 
Thou wilt enable us to speak those 
words which will glorify Thee, 
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 
Amen. 





{ WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 ]} 





TO SHARE IS TO GAIN 
“Cast thy bread upon the waters: for 
thou shalt find it after many days.” 
Read Ecclesiastes 11:1-9. 
When vast sums of money are being 
spent for relief, this verse is a timely 
reminder to most of us that we can- 


not escape ‘our individual respon- 
sibility. When we give out of our 
own pocket, whether that gift be 


small or great, we learn anew a lesson 
of unselfishness and love. Moreover 
God has said that, through our shar- 
ing, we shall increase our own store. 
We only gain when we give, a much- 
used phrase but one that has been 
proven true. God gave his all, how 
can we do less than follow in His 
steps in our humble way? 


Read from Calendar of Prayer. 


O our Father, because of Thy 
great and enduring love, we are 
abundantly blest, may we in eagerness 
and gladness give as freely to others. 
Let each one of us learn the lesson 
that what we give to others is the 
gift that we retain. For Jesus’ sake 
we pray. Amen. 





[ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 ] 





REMEMBER NOW THY 
CREATOR 
“Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth.” 


Read Ecclesiastes 12:1-7. 

God has a plan for every life, and 
that plan includes all of our days. 
How can we fail to follow our Mas- 
ter’s plan from the very beginning? 
There is an admonition in this verse 
as well as a warning. A warning to 
parents to begin Christian training 
early, and continue it all through life, 
and a warning to youth itself that old 
age may never come, and each one 
had best be about His Father's busi- 
ness while the opportune time is at 
hand. 


Read from Calendar of Pra 


Dear Heavenly Father, we recog- 
nize the fact that Thy plan for us is 
better than any we may devise for 
ourselves. May we live close to Thee, 
and abide in Thee, so that through us 
Thy Divine will may be fulfilled. 
Amen. 





| FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30 } 





HIS BANNER IS LOVE 
“My beloved is mine, and I am bis.” 
Read Song of Solomon 2: 1-4, 16, 17 
We must be careful of our inter- 
pretation of this very difficult and 
remarkable book. The one most gen- 
erally used is the allegorical interpre- 
tation. Throughout its verses it lifts 
us into. the spiritual world, showing 
us God’s care, his tenderness, his at- 
tachment to us throughout a wayward 
life. It proves to us that although 
friends and kindred may desert us, 
God will not, because he is bound to 
us by a tie of love that is indissoluble. 
One must read the book realizing the 
need for prayer and watchfulness if 
we would receive its message. 


Read from Calendar of Praye) 


Our Father, to whom all things are 
clear, guide and guard us as we 
stumble and fall in the confusion of 
this world. Impress it on our minds 
that our lives show Thy love by the 
way we show love to others. May 
we each day pledge our allegiance to 
Him who first loved us. For Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 


| SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31_ } 
CHIEFEST AMONG 
FHOUSAND 
“He is altogether lovely. This is my 
beloved and this is my friend.” 


HI TEN 


Read Song of Solomon 5:9, 10, 16. 
\ standard bearer leads the 
that others coming after may have a 
guide. So it is with God, the chieftain 
going forth to conquer, attended by 
His glorious host. So, also, may we 
go forth, with God as‘our guide to 
meet the temptations of the world, 
with courage and valiant hearts. 


wa\ 


m Calendar of Prayes 


Dear Father, as the year draws to 
a close we acknowledge our own in- 
adequacy in all things, and give to 
Thee the supreme place in our hearts. 
In each one there lies the desire for 
the blessings of Thy love. We need 
today, Oh Father, the grandeur of 
[hy leadership, we need today the 


lesson of being Thy humble fol- 
lowers. With Thee as guide no 
harm may come, lead us by Thy 
grace into further service. Amen. 
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Help to Protect Your 
Home from Tuberculosis 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































OHIO PENCIL CO. 


Dept. PS, 


Christmas Gifts for Children 


A INDIVIDUAL NAME PENCILS 
a Bah, ie Full name stamped in gold on “DeLuxe” TWO- 
Fd \ = ro COLOR, PIN-STRIPED hexagon pencils, packed in 
Jy SA SS = Ts beautiful Christmas boxes. One name to a_ box. 
e- a : ys of Assorted stripes in each box 
30x of 25¢—10 or more, 18¢ each. Sales tax 
ORDER EARLY Box of 6, 35¢ 10 or more, 30¢ each addition in 
FREE—Beautiful high quality Sox of 12, 50¢—10 or more, 40¢ each. Ohio only. 
Mechanical Pencil with each 
“ $3.00 order. Enclose check, money order, or currency 


COLUMBUS OHIO 


3 
3 
2 
% 
































&) 




















The Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


is the officially accepted Plan of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., for paying its 
debt made sacred by the expressed will of God and the promise of the Church 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


Its establishment is delayed because the securing of the $3,000,000 
Fund—to cover in part the serv ice already rendered by its servants both 
at home and abroad—has not been completed. 


DELAY NECESSARY 


The Assembly has directed that the Plan be not put “into operation 
until the $3,000,000 has been raised in cash and pledges.” It will be put 
into operation. W hy not do it now? 


MOUNTING COSTS 


The efforts will be continued—but the cost of delay is exceeding 
great. With all its power the Assembly—with the 17 sy nods and the 88 
presby teries—urges that this business be finished at once. 


PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL 


This work was begun 1 in prayer. It has been continued in prayer. It 
will be completed in prayer. Many churches and individuals have prac- 
ticed rigid self-denial in m raking gifts to the Fund. 


What Have You Done? What Will You Do? 


Watch the Church Papers for Progress of the Fund 





Make checks payable to Wai. H. Hopper, Treasurer. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
MINISTERS’ ANNUITY FUND ; 


Henry H. Sweets, Secretary, 410 Urban Building Louisville, Ky. 





























